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Mrs. Mordant to My Lowiſa Fermer. 


I BEG your pardon for my long filence» 
1 my dear; I was ſilent becauſe I had 
nothing to ſay——Can I give a better 
reaſon ? An agreeable viſitant of Mrs. 
Spencer's has afferded my pen ſome em- 

ployment, i 

This lady, whom Mrs. Spencer brought 
to ſee me ſoon after her arrival, is a Miſs 
Temple; ſhe appears about .nineteen, very 

a G2 bhqandiome, 
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handſome, though not a finiſhed beauty ; 
elegant in her manner, polite in her ad- 
dreſs, ſprightly, ſenſible and good-hu- 
moured. We appeared mutually pleaſed - 
with each other, were often together ; ſhe 
profeſſes a ſincere friendſhip for me, and 
F think, next to yourſelf, I love her better 
than any woman in the world.? 
— Fer ſtory is very extraordinary; for ſhe 
has honoured me with her confidence, and 
under the ſame ſeal of ſecrecy with which 
it was committed to me, I truſt it to the 
friend of my heart! to you, Louiſa, I have 
no reſerve, and Miſs Temple is acquainted, 
and ſatisfied with the confidence I repoſe. 
Her father had a very intimate friend, 
whoſe eſtate joined to his own ; which 
friend, as well as himſelf, was paſſionately 
fond of planting and improving ; and each 
of them, in their elegant alterations, had 
conſulted his friend's pleaſure and conve- 
nience equally with his own; and had ſo 
contrived to puzzle the boundaries of each, 
by mingling one agreeable labyrinth with 
another, that wiſely conſidering, if their 
future heirs ſhould not continue on the 
fame friendly footing with themſelves, the 
gentlemen ofthe long robe might ſhare the | 
reateſt part of their eſtates in nicely ad- 
guſting the bounds; it was expedient to 
- ſeek out ſome method to avert fo formi- 
A age! J They 
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They were both widowers, and intended 
ſo to continue. Mr. Temple had an'only 
daughter, his friend an only ſon; and the 
only expedient which ſuggeſted itielf Was, 
to join theſs two children in the ſame irre- 
mediable bands in which their plantations 
were already engaged; and to prevent all 
poſſibility of any accident rendering this: 
ſcheme abortive, tliey determined it ſhould 
be done immediately, though Miſs Temple 


was then but in her eighth, and the young 
gentlemanin the thirteenth year of his age. 
Married they accordingly were, though 


the whole affair. was kept ſo profound a 


ſecret, that none but the clergyman, and 
two witneſſes, beſides themſelves, were: 
acquainted with it, Immediately after the 
ceremony Miſs Temple was ſent back to a 
widow ſiſter of her mother's, who lived at 
ſome diſtance, and had. undertaken thy: 


care of her education. _ 


As the union of the eftates was all that. 
was intended in this marriage, ſatisfied. 
with having effected that point, the parents: 


of this young couple gave themſelves no 


trouble to inſpire their young minds with: - 
that tenderneſs which they ought to have 
felt for each other; they were not even ſuf- 
fered to correſpond ; nor did Miſs Temple 
ſee the young gentleman above twice be- 
fore he went abroad, which w was in his 


eighteenth year. 
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le has now been abſent fix years ; about- 
four years ago his father died; 2 that time 
Mr. Temple correſponded with him, and 


preſſed him to return and fulfil his engage 


ments; but as he always gave, though . 
polite, yet evaſive anſwers, and never wrote 


to Miſs Temple, or took any notice of her, 


ſhe perſuaded her father to write no more 


to him, as ſhe thought ſuch ſolicitations 
highly indelicate ; and that from his gee 


ral character, which was that of a moſt 
licentious libertine, ſhe had much more 
reaſon to dread his return to England, than 


endeavour to accelerate it.. - | 
Miſs Femple's life had, till within theſs 


twelve months, been rather a recluſe one; 


it is about that time ſince her father has 
taken a houſe in town, and ſeemed deſi- 


us ſhe ſhould partake of all its diverſions. 


bs 


dhe has been much admired ; and as her 


engagement has been kept an inviolable 
ſecret, has had many ſplendid offers, none 
of which, ſhe aſſures 1 has given her 


any pain to refuſe, | 
This, my dear Louiſa, is the biſtory of 


It» Miſs Temple. This N girl is now 


e toſpend the remainder of the ſummer 
with the Count?fs of Charlton, and has left 


me entirely out of ſpirits. She promiſes to 


write: often, and gives me leave to com- 
municate her letters to you; ſo that though 


Ibave it not in Fug Power to entertain you 


myſelf, 
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myſelf, you "ſee I am contriving to do it 
in a much more agreeable manner. - —- 
Congratulate your dear and honoured 
father, in my name, on his amended health, 
and believe me, my dear, your truly af- 
fectionate 1 = 


A M. horridly out of humour, Eliza! 
Between ourſelves, Lord Moreton begins 

to aſſume ſomething of an huſband'; he 
thinks I am too expentive, play too high, 
and have too many admirers. Ungrate-' . Þ} 
ful! I that have ſacrificed every thing tag 
him ! who might, I am convinced, have | 
married into the very firſt rank, had I not 
been unfortunately engaged to him. Tes 
Eliza, I do aſſure you, that a certain per- 
fon with a ducal coronet is dying for me; | 

this he has ſworn to me twenty times, with 

eyes ſo languifhing, manner ſo bewitching; 

I almoſt wiſhed—but I am married, Eliza, 
and there is an end to it; Icannot enjoy 

the title, and the man is of no great cons 
ſequeqee. Adi... 
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Mi Temple, to Mrs. Mordant. 


ARRIVED at this place, my dear 
Mrs. Mordant, the day before yeſterday, 
and after having diſpatched a letter to my 
father, I am now ſeated to obey your com- 
mands. I found Lord and Lady Charlton 


th ſame ſenſible, agreeable people as ever: 
I believe I have before brought you ac- 


quainted with their characters. Their ſeat 
is delightfully ſituated in a moſt romantic 


part of the country, and is built in an old. 


Saſhioned. 3 ſtile, which you muſt 


6 know my taſte is bad enough to prefer ta 


the more modern, in many particulars, 
though not in all. The faſhionable archi- 
tecture is elegant, light and airy ; but 
greatly deficient in that air of grandeur 
and magnificence, which ſtrikes one in the 


houſes built ſeventy or eighty years ago. 


You enter the houſe at Charton-park by 
a large and ſtately hall, which I think in- 
finitely preferable to the modern veſtibule 


Do not be alarmed, my dear madam, 1 
' - am not going to deſcribe. the houſe, which 


I always think time ſpent to very little 
purpoſe : for whether other people's heads 
are as dull as mine, I cannot take upon 


with 
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with the moſt complaiſant attention, for 


hours, to ſome of thoſe good-natured peo= 

le, whom, one would think, - travelled: 
Falk over the kingdom, and viewed every 
nobleman and gentlemanẽs ſeat in their way, 
on purpoſe to oblige their friends with 
long, laboured deſcriptions of them. But. 


I always. found my ideas ſo confuſed: with 


this ſuit of apartments, that ſaloon, alli 


*tother drefling-room, that I never could 


property adjuſt them ;. and if any one could. 


have taken a peep at my head in that mo- 


ment, they would have thought Amphion's. / : | 
harp had juſt been playing, had ſat the 
houſe and its furniture dancing, and left: 


them in that agreeable jumble ; ſo ſtrangely 
would they have found ſaloons, halls, 
dreſſing-rooms, velvet bed- chambers, filli- 
grane dreſſing- boxes, and lapis lazuli ta- 


bles, mingled. togethet in ſhining confuſion. 


Here is a Mr. and Mrs. Whaley, a 
very amiable young couple, juſt married; 
a Mr. and Mrs. Harvey, very agreeable 
people likewiſe; a Major Henly, a rela- 


tion of Lady Charlton's, very ſenſible and 


Me ſpend our time in a very pleaſing 
manner. We generally breakfaſt together, 
then ramble till dinner, ſometimes on horſe - 


back, ſometimes in carriages, or ſometimes, 
if the weather is cool enough, walk toge-- 


ther or in parties. As. dinner is ſerved 
„ rather 


— — 
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rather earlier than in moſt houſes of faſhion, 
we have a leiſure hour before the time of 
viſiting, or the arrival of company, which 
18 generally ſpent in the library, in reading 


to ourſelves or the company, as whim di- 
rects, and in cornmenting and making ſe- 


Nous or humorous remarks. 
As the neighbourhood is large, and to- 
bly genteel and agreeable, and Lord 
and Lady Charlton viſit every body, we 
ſee ſome of them every day; and the even- 
ing frequently concludes with a little cot 
cert, and now and then with a ball.—Is 
not this a moſt agreeable manner of ſpend- 
ing our time ? 
Adieu, my dear Mrs. Mordant; believe 


me ſincerely yours. | f 
„Canon TaMPLE. 


„„ 
225 Temple to Mrs. Mordant, 


_ Þ agreeable letter; but did I think ſhe 

would be ſounreaſonable ]! Journal! 
Characters! ! Converſations” k— im- 
poſſible, abholutely impoſſible to comply 


T RECE"VED my dear Mrs. Mordant's 


with the requeſt, fond as I am of obliging 
| you? our life though infinitely. agreeable, 
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is not ſufficiently varied to render a jour- 
nal entertaining. Let us try a little. 
Monday, June 3. Breakfaſted at nine. 
Mem. Major Henly obſerved the French 
rolls were not ſo good as uſual-ſomewhat 
bitter. Amuſed ourſelves in the muſic par- 
tour till eleven. Mrs. Whaley and my- 
felf took an airing till one, with Lady 
Charlton, to viſit her poor and ſick neigh- 
bours. Retired to dreis for dinner, which 
was elegant as uſual—the fruit remarkably 
fine. Front four to five in the Library. 
A crowd of company broke in upon us. 
Made a party to dance in the greenhouſe 
till twelve; then retired fatigued to our 
„„ , 
This was the journal of yeſterday. To day, 
with ſome little variation, ſo much the ſame, 
that the repetition would tire you to death. 
But characters, you ſay, will afford more 
yariety—l do not know that, my dear, it 
is not among the polite and well bred we 
muſt look for variety of characters. Yo- 
rick's camparifon of the ſmooth ſhilling. is 
alike applicable to the polite of all nations. 
Converſations, I am afraid, my memo: 
ry is not ſufficiently retentive to give you. 
or ſome of them would afford you enter- 
tainment; and Iwill endeavour to recolle&. 
the heads of one, which: paſſed to day in 
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We have made a new acquiſition 1 
partes ; a Miſs Horton, a diſtant relation of 


Lord Charlton's. She is exceedingly hand- 
ſome indeed, very lively, and a little, but 
it is but a very little, affected very par- 


donable in a girl of ſeventeen, from the flat- 


tery which her beauty and immenſe fortune 
neceſſarily attract; for ſheis an only child, 


and left without a mother, whoſe good 
ſenſe would have corrected her little foibles. 
She is however upon the whole, very agree- 
able, and will, I pronounce, be. ſome 
years hence much more ſo. 

When we retired to the library after din- 


ner, every one took a book, and ſeemed for 


a little time loſt in ſome Avourite author, 


85 Miſs Horton ſearched. around for ſome of 


her favourite volumes, and found none of the 


fort with which ſhe choſe to employ her. 


vacant hours. 
Indeed, Lady Charlton, ſhe exclaimed: 
with great vivacity, I deteſt of all things a. 
ntleman's library! I am afraid I am not 
alf ſentimental enough for your ſcheme ! 
for I ſuppoſe you harangue for an, Hour 
together on ſome dull ſtory in ancient hiſ- 


tory, or unravel ſome wonderful myſtery i in. 


philoſophy. But I ſhall abſolutely die 


with the vapours, if you cannot afford me 
' #few novels, that I may hold forth in my, 
turn upon the only ſubjects I would give. 
a farthing for. 


I had. 
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I had flattered myſelf, my dear, replied. 
Lady Charlton, that all my friend, would 
have found. ſomething to their taſte. If- 
you examine this corner, Charlotte, you 
will not be unſatisfied ;. I have, I think, 
collected all the beſt novels that have been 
_ publiſhed... Here is Richardſon's, Smol- 
lett's, Fielding's,, Mrs. Lenox's, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brook's, and ſome others, whoſe 
names are not ſo celebrated, who have 
wrote with elegance in the cauſe of virtue. 

Lord, Madam | replied the lively Char- 
ttte, L have examined. their backs, and 
I find I haveread them alfa hundred years' 
ago. Have you no new ones? There have 
been ſeveral lately publiſhed, which I have 
rh ſeen, and hoped to have found them. 

__ 
Indeed, Charlotte,, ſaid r fadyitits 5 
am ſo 9 a reader of novels, that their 
being new, is no kind of recommendation 
to a place in my library ; 1 ſeldom read: a 
book, till I hear it recommended by ſome 
perſon, of whole taſte I am aſſured. ; for I 
would'be as careful of my choice of books, TY 
as in my acquaintance.—Nay, I think we 
ought to be more ſo; for an immoral or 
libertine acquaintance, with a tolerable 
underſtanding, will be careful how he ha- 
zards your good opinion by a diſplay of 
is real principles; whereas, you partici- 
pate the immoral ane s moſt ſecret ſenti- 
ments, 


* 
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ments, and the heart becomes inſenſibly 
contaminated by the commmunication. 
Surely, Lady Charlton, ſaid. Mrs. Wha- 
tey, this is viewing a very trifling affair in 
too ſerious a light; novels are the mere 
amuſements of an idle. hour ; one takes 
them up in the ſame pick-tooth humour 
with which one plays with one's lap dog, or 
finds diverſion in the tricks of one's ſquirrel, 
z relaxation from graver ſtudies or more 
important purſuits. _ _— 
And yet, my dear Mrs. Whaley, trifling 
as you regard them, and as the generality 
of them truly are, there is many a young 
lady who, with our lively friend, makes 
them her darling, perhaps her only ſtudy, 
and from the conduct of their heroine, de- 
duce their own rules of conduct... 


But your ladyſhip does allow, ſaid Miſs 
| Horton, /ome of them may be read with 
| ſafety and with advantage? May I be fa- 
voured with the names of theſe authors? 
Many of them may be read with ſafeiy, 
Charlotte; but I am afraid very few with 
advantage. ee, e e 
- You make nice diſtinctions, Madam. 
Not at all, my dear. This age is re- 
markable for the elegance of its writers. 
There are likewiſe many very amuſing, and 
very humorous ones. The author who 
tells mea ſtory without glaring improba- 


bilities, and has art enough to intereſt my 
9 1 curioſity 
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curioſity or my pity for his hero or heroine, 
without offending my morals or ſhocking 
my delicacy, affords me a very innocent 
amuſement ; but I find myſelf very little 
improved by his productions. . 

Perhaps, ſaid Charlotte, I might be 
fosliſh enough to prefer ſuch an author to 
one who, aiming to be prodigiouſly wiſe, 
and ſtriving to make his readers as wiſe as 
himſelf, ſhould peſter me with ſentiment 
inſtead of ſtory, and be dully good inſtead 
of innocently amufing ? 1 9 
Pray, my dear, ſaid Lady Charlton, 
tell me which are your favourite authors? 

'That is hardly a fair queſtion, Madam, 
till you have anſwered mine. Let me 
ſee. l proteſt I hardly know—l have often 
been very, agreeable amuſed by people, who 
never put their names to their works. But 
Fielding, I think, is the moſt pleaſing no- 
vel writer I Know; your lady ſhip has no 
objection to him, I hope. : 
have not, my dear; he is a writer of 
mfinite humour. Fielding and Smollet, for 
taking the world as it zs, and exhibiting pic- 
tures of real life in the moſt ludicrous and 
moſt ſatyrical lights, have not their equals. 

What does your ladyſhip think of Rich 
ardſon ? enquired your fri eng. 

. Mils Temple, as you well know, is 
a writer of a very different caſt; with equal 
wit, humour, and underſtanding, he excels 
SR: 2 
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in elegance and delicacy. Fielding takes. 
the world as he finds it; exhibits with in- 1 
nite humour ludicrous ſcenes, low dia- 
logues, ridiculous and infamous characters, 
and is content to amuſe and divert; for, 
upon my honour, I have not penetration 
enough to diſcover his moral intention. 
Richardſon takes a higher aim; attempts 
to amend the heart as well as amuſe the 
fancy, and exhibits human nature as it 
ought to be; ſets before his readers as perfect. 
copies, as he thinks conſiſtent with humani- 
ty, and endeavours to awaken. a virtuous. 
emulation; he preſents likewiſe a variety of. 
characters in. a more common. ſtyle, moſt 
of them good, all of them varied, and 
throughout exceedingly well ſupported. — 
His converſation. pieces are inimitable ;. 
ſpirited, witty and ſenſible ; and every diſ- 
tinction of character nicely preſerved N 
— Good God! Lady Charlton inter- 
rupted Charlotte, who would have thought 
uch an old-faſhioned author had been. your 
favourite! Why, one runs the hazard of 
having one's taſte called in queſtion by 
ever mentioning his Clariſſa, or Sir Charles 
Grandiſon. That perſon muſt be void of 
both taſte and ſentiment, who can read 
either with diſlike, my dear. ty 
—Well, I don't know J have not 
read them ſince I was quite a girl—I re- 
member 1 liked them exceedingly at the 
£ time; 
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time; but I have heard Sir Charles ſo hs A 


diculed for his virtue, and Clariſſa. for her 
prudery, that I have not looked into them 
fince—but I am determined now to give 
them another reading. 


Do, my dear. This is a very whimfical | 
age! Richardſon is ridiculed and diſliked 


for making his characters 1% virtuous ; 
they are not natural enough forſooth; and 


Lord Cheſterfield has all the world for his 


cenſurers, for exhibiting an exceeding na- 
tural part a courtier and man of the 
world, endeavouring to render his ſon a 
courtier and man of the world likewiſe; 
and at the ſame time Sterne's love- letters 
I proteſt I think them ſo—himſelf a mar- 
ried man, addreſſed to another man's wife, 
are read by every body, and meet with 


univerſal approbation. So capricious a 


thing is faſhion, and public taſte ! 


Our converſation was interrupted by the 


arrival of ſome company, and I imagine 


you think it high time. to put an end to 


this long letter. | 

I am, my dear Mrs. Mordant's ſincerely 
affectionate e 
5 CAROLIN RE TEMPLE. 
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A E FE E R . 
2 Temple to Mrs. Mordent 


OFTEN wiſh you with us, my bus 

Mrs. Mordant, inſtead of ſighing and 
moping yourſelf to death at R. We had 
a very elegant entertainment yeſterday at 
the houſe of one of the neighbouring gentry, 
which concluded with a ball, and it was up- 
on the whole a very agreeable day. I cans 
not ſay, that this neighbourhood abounds 
with fine ladies or gentlemen; but it does 
with very well-meaning, chatty, good fort 
of people: too far removed from the center 
of politeneſs to be perfectly refined in their 
manner; but at the ſame time free from 
all diſagreeable vulgariſm. 

A Mr. and Mrs. Howard I often ſee 
here; he is an exceeding chearful, ſenſible 


man; ſhe is a well-bred, amiable woman. 


He tells me ſometimes, that next to his 
wife, he loves me beſt of any woman in 
the world; and as he cannot have me him- 
ſelf, he is determined to court me for his 
ſon, who is expected home from his travels 
every day. 

I tell him he has undertaken too diff- 


cult a taſk, to anſwer for the affections of 


fo young a man; and he had better ſuffer 
his ſon to court for himſelf. | 
Next | 
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Next Tueſday Lady Charlton gives an 
entertainment; we are to have a concert in 
the morning, and a ball at night. Upon 
my word, if we are not ſo polite and brit 
liant, we are as lively, and almoſt as diſ- 
ſipa ted, as in town. Too much ſo, 1 
fink, I infinitely prefer the domeſtie plan 
we firſt ſat out upon, and often take the 

liberty of ſaying ſo. It is not Lady Char 
ton's taſte I know; but ſhe does it to oblige 
her friends, and the * Horton is * 
ticularly delighted. 9 
Adieu, my dear Maria, ever yours, 


e. 


1 * r k. MW 
Mrs. Mordant to Miſs Loma Ferner. 


1 you, my dear Louiſa, a pace 
quet of letters from Miſs Temple; ſhe 
will entertain you much more agreeably 
than I can myſelf—for, alas what can 1 
write about! 
Mr. Graham, who left the eountry upon 
my preferring Mr. Mordant to him, is re- 
turned with a wife. I did not intend viſit 
ing them; but as their houſe is ſo near 


ours, it was not poſſible to avoid it; and 


Mr. Mordant is particularly fond of his 
| * 3:1 com- 
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company. I do not muck admire Mrs. 
Graham; ſhe is a good figure, and has an 
air of the world, too much ſo, I think; 
too great freedom of manners, a certain 
aſſurance, which makes, I ſuppoſe, the 
higher circles of life, and which 1 am not 
polite enough to reliſh, She appears, how 
ever, wonderfully fond of me, and, in gra- 
titude, I ought to try to like her; but in- 
deed, my Louiſa, I have loſt all inclination 
for company, the little reliſh I once had 
for diverſion, and have no other deſire than 
to ſigh away my life in ſolitude. 
To you, my dear, I have no reſerves, 
though I cloſely lock up my heart to all 
the world beſides; not even Miſs Temple 
knows any thing of my former repug- 
nance, or my preſent uncaſyneſs 
Where the mind is taking pains to ac, YI. 
quire a maſtery over itſelf ; where it does 
not act naturally, but is obliged to take 
cognizance of every emotion, watch every 
riſing thought, leſt it ſhould awaken ideas 
and remembrances which it would wiſh 
buried in eternal oblivion; in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation the heart is but ill at eaſe; but rea- 
ſon and religion dictated the effort, and 
enabled me to purſue it. Mr. Mordant's 
 . tenderneſs and attention I endeayoured to 
return with good humour and obligingneſs; 
I placed his good qualities in the ſtrongeſt 
points of view, and ſhut my eyes to every 
— | 1 | thing 
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thing abſurd and diſguſting. I took infi- 
[nite pains to love; but, alas my dear, 
that is a paſſion no effort can produce 
_ought I to add? and no effort deſtroy. 
 _ Yet I had flattered myſelf with ſome 
pleaſures, in the conſciouſneſs of having 
endeavoured to perform my duty; and 
though I did not expect happineſs, I at 
Naſt bran to find eaſe and content; yet 
even that humble hope is denied me — 
Mr. Mordant is now almoſt always in 


A ſtate of intoxication; a voice, though not 
of the moſt atrocious kind, yet is perhaps 


the moſt diſguſting of all others, and gives 
the deepeſt wound to delicacy and ſenſi- 
bility. It renders the perſon nauſeous, the 
underſtanding ſtupid, and prepares the 


mind for the reception of every vice 


Pardon me, my dear, if I conclude 
abruptly ; I cannot purſue the ſubject, yet 
cannot think of any thing elſe. Adieu. 


M. M. 
ff... oO 

Charles Seymour, Eſq, to Lord Frederic Alſion, 
'F REMEMBER you aſked me, Frederick; 
. & ſome time ago, how I acquired the ſpirit 


of propheſy? I ſhall now return the queſ- 
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tion; for how the dl came you to know 
that I ſhould not hold my refolution till 1 
arrived in England, of finking into a ſober 
married fellow ? Yet even ſo it has hap- 
pened; my heart failed me, and I deter- 
mined to reconnoitre the premiſes, before 
J formed my final reſolution. But as it 
was impoſſible to do that in proprid perſond ; 
for if I had been caught in the fact, I {ould 
have been taken up as a ſpy, and com- 
mitted to durance vile, ſaddled with that 
deteftable iron yoke, I have fo long kept 
from galling my ſhoulders ; I have taken 
tie liberty of changing my name, without 
act of parliament, and am Squire Bennet, 
at your ſervice, to whom you will pleaſe 
1 to direct. 
bo I ſhall ſtay but a fortnight in town; for 
| | Howard is impatient to go down to his fa- 
[| tha” and will inſiſt on my accompanying 


F have already had an opportunity of 

_ executing part of your commiſhon, and 
enquired after your adorable.” I was at 
Ranelagh laſt night; there was a great deal 

of company, conſidering the ſeaſon. A- 
mong a great many good figures, one very 
fine one ſtruck me; I was impatient to 
know who the was, and to my agreeable 
ſurprize was informed it was Lady More 
ton; for though I had not heard of her 


actual marriage, 1 ee it muſt be 
Jour Harriet. 
| Aſlited 
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Aſſiſted by a tolerable ſtock of aſſu · 
rance, and a new Paris ſuit, I determined 
to addrefs her, though ſhe had two or three 
coxcombs fluttering at her elbow; which +. 
] did, after a little time contemplating thoſe 
charms, which had made a man of ſenſe act 
ſo much like a———what, Frederick ? 
By. way of introducing myſelf, I told 
her, that I had left the Earl of Belmour 
and his amiable fon at Paris a week ago, 
who had given me in charge to preſent to 
her a million of compliments from the 
elder, and a like number of ſighs from the 
younger of thoſe two noblemen. After 
ſome other converſation, in which I never 
ſaw a woman devour flattery with a more 
ravenous and inſatiable appetite—by my 
ſoul, if I had time for the purſuit—but it 
is no matter—L enquired with a careleſs 
air, after her ſiſter ; and ſhe told me 
what I am ſorry to inform thee that 
ſhe is married to a Mr. Mordant, her own 
choice, ſhe added—ſhe did not much ad- 
mire her taſte -a plain country gentleman, 
not very handſome in his perſon, or polite 
in his addreſs But her ſiſter had ever great 
particularities. Many other things ſhe 
added of the amiable Maria, contemptu- 
ouſly enough; but, however, if ſhe was 
capable of chuſing ſuch an huſband, or of 
Preferring any man to my friend, ſhe is not 
worthy of him [hope he will forget her 
= ft as poffhHüE 
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-- Howard preſents his reſpects; let me 


have one letter from you whilſt J ſtay in 
town, and believe me truly yours 
84 * ; £2 C. 8. 5 
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Charles Seymour, Ejq.to Lord Frederick Alfon. | 


A ND you really think me a whimſical 
IC capricious fellow, Frederick, thus to 
ſacrifice the joys of my native country, and 


paternal inheritance, out of a ridiculous. 
nicety, and wander, like a criminal, under 


a fictitious name? You may be much in 
the right, for what I care; for, curſe 
me, if I am governed by any one's opinion 
but my own! I am the beſt judge of what 
will contribute moſt to my happineſs. 
' - Matrimony, under any circumſtances, 


I deteſt; nothing can make it tolerable but 


reciprocal affection; when two people have 
it in their power to chuſe freely, and pres» 


fer each other to the ſurrounding world. 


An angel, forced: upon me, would become 


ence. How peculiarly hateful then muſt 


the circumſtances of this engagement be to 
me; married at thirteen to an infant of 


eight years old! — But it is no engagement 


i. ky — 


my averfion; as I ſhould nauſeate bur- 
gundy, poured down my throat by vio- 


— 
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of mine, nor will I fulfil it, unleſs I like 
the woman. I love the whole beauteous 
ſex; I was always particularly diſtinguiſhed 
by them; and it is infinitely more charm» 
ing to ramble from one fine flower to ane- 
ther, than to ſtick a fingle roſe in my but- 


ton-hole, and hang my noſe overit, bloom: 
ing or withered, all the reſt of my life. 
As I imagine old Squaretoes is offended 
at my not coming over upon my father's 
death, and I have not heard from him 
theſe two years; it is poſſible, as the mat- 
ter was always kept a profound ſecret, he 
may have found another huſband for his 
daughter Pray heaven I may find it ſo 
At worſt, I ſhall have a glorious opportu- 
nity of reconnoitring; for Iam: {o:altergd. 


ſince I left England, that no creature #1 | 
recognize the demure Charles Seymoiit; 1 
I was a mighty ſober lad, Frederick 
the gay Charles Bennet, Ik like her, perk. | 


brows thoſe ornaments with Which I have, - 


* 


\ 
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TAME e 
ſta ay in top hes been. * longer 
thin 5 wen! ; to-morrow I quit it, and 

'B Nee with Howald into R—hire.” 55 
Hell, Fredefick; though Tam incorri- 
elbe 0 Advice, 1 am'eager to hear every 
1 concerns my friend, and expect 
mis but few poſts. 1 will” write 
wil ELL ond 
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K pp ER all the beauties 1 have ad- 
tired abroad, I muſt yield the palm 


+ . 


a 


id: In France the women are infi- 
ritety*charming; their Sale e 5 
cf 5 e ens one's 0 paſh ons; 
the fame may be ſaid of the ſoft, amorous 
ran : but the modeſt, unftudied, unaf- 
graces of f the” davg hters of B Britain 
RA ble 2 Very foul; b 12 50 one of 


n Ha dons beg 1100 fay oue morn- 
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en 33 
ſon, after fo long an abſence, and wel- 
comed me, as his friend, with an honeſt, 

agreeable warmth. In'the evenin „after 
the firſt flow of chat, of Who? a ] what 1 
and where ? had ſubſided, he told us that 
there was a great deal of company at Lord 
Charfton's, Who is his near neighbour, and 
that they were to have a concert in the 
morning, likewiſe a dinner and ball, to 


which moſt of the neighbouring gentry 


were invited, himſelf and family in the 
number. He felt, he faid, ſome gouty 
ſymptoms, ſo dared. not venture; but 
Would have vs go; for he was certain we 
ſible be theft A greeably entertained, as 


there were not only ſome of tlie fineſt 
voices, but likewiſe fore. of che fineſt 


women in England. 


We very naturall engyired the WY 


of the oor rin and were told ſeveral 
which 1 do not recollect; " tie theold gen- 
tlemah dwelt with a kind of rapture on 
1226. of Miſs Horton and on think, 
redericx - A4, Temple. 
I made ſome engh rie! concerning this 
Ni Temple, as having fome acquaintance 
With her family, and was told enough to 
convince me it was'nd other than that: indi- 
vidual Caroline Temple, which TY 16 
eagerly cram dow my thr 
nfortunately we had engaged 9 dine 
with an old Chookfellow of ' Howard's, 


. H 2 hom 
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whom we. met upon the road; but as 15 N 
concert was to be in the morning, we 
agreed to go there, make our apologies for 
the reſt of the entertainment, and reach 
Maynard's by a late dinner hour, to whom 
we would ſend a ſervant in the ee, 
to beg he would poſtpo neit.,.... 1 
21 IT not help 2 at the inker⸗ 
þ view I was going to have with my wife; 
5 old Howard had faid fo many fine things 
3 of her, that I felt a kind of curiolity—to 
. ſee her, too languid, however, to diſturb 
my repoſe 2 we flept ſo late, that we 
did not get to Lord 4 Charlton 8 alt the, « 9 
cert was began. „ 
VD pon opening the — 2 my ears were 
ſtruck with the moſt melodious voice 1 
think I ever heard. We ſtole to our ſeats 
on tip-toe, and I ſcarcely breathed till: the 
ſong was ended, which was executed with 
inimitable ſweetneſs and taſte. Think, 
Frederick, what an effect it had upon me, 
who am, as you well know, an enthuſiaf | 
in muſic, when I tell you that to this re- 
ſiſtleſs charm was added the moſt beautiful 
face, and the moſt elegant perſon imagina- 
tion can conceive —1 became her At 
. 
How ardently did 55 ſh that the name 
of this, bewitching creature might be Tem · 


) ple! L longed, agg er 1 to enquire; 
I opened 


- 
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1 opened. my 1 then. cloſed them 
again, without (peaking. My friend, how- 
ever, 7 found, was poſſ fed with the ſame 
curiofity ;. for 1 heard the perſon who fat 
next to me ſay to him, © hat, Sir, is Miſs 
„Horton; the lady at the other harpſt- 
* chord Miſs Temple.” 

I felt very oddly Frederick—T was fen> 
ſible toa ſevere diſappointment, and gazed 
on the dear charmer of my fout in a kind 
of anguiſh.” Some little curioſity at laſt im- 
pelled me to take a view of Miſs Temple; 
upon my ſoul ſhe is exquiſitely handſome | f 
and in the eye of the painter, [ believe, more 
Hh than Mils Horton ; but conceit and af- 


1 


evident, that 1 a no Ree to pro- 
nounce her a finiſhed coquette. A thou- 
land little arts did ſhe practiſe to attract 
our attention; whil{t Miſs Horton fat eaſy, 
unaffected, utterly unconſcious of her own 
beauty, and purfued her mufic with an air 
of mingled dignity and: ſweetneſs. Her 
foul ſeemed to be harmony itſelf; no won · 
der it roſe in ſuch melting ſounds to her 
roſy lips, and animated her 170 fingem 
on the reſpondent keys. 2 

I know you think I rave, Frederic 
two ſtrort hours haye made a Rrange altera 
N55 in my heart; or we were not . | 


of 
23 
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there, nor did I 13 her ſpeak VEE in the 
ſong; for as Maynard lives at the diftance 
of twenty miles from Lord Charlton, we 
eould not ſtay a moment after tlie concert 
was over; but after making our compli- 
ments to his lordſhip, and our bows to 
the ladies, we were conſtrained to take 
leave; but I am as much convinced as if 
I had converſed with her ſeven years, from 
* ſparkling intelligence of her eyes, the 
ſoft compoſure of her countenance, and the 
on dignity of her manner, that ſhe is 
{culable, umoured, and polite,  _ 
Inow begin' to think your violent at: 
tachment to Harriet at firſt view, not quite 
fo ridiculous as it once appeared to me: 1 

may. likewiſe be miſtaken in the mind o 
my charmer; but I compliment myſelf, I 
ſuppoſe, out of tendernefs to my own feel- 
ings which being the beſt Paas haniff 
of the tWCo. 

T believe. I tad. better. bun this. en- 
chanting creature, 2 160 my 2 is yet, 
in its infaney; for what can hope from 
it? | have a wife already; and with all 
that vanity you are ſo ready to aſcribe to 
me, I cannot promiſe myſelf ſucceſs here. 
At preſent my mind wanders. without: any 
3 meaning, except that I never 
will hve w | emple, as ſhe is called, 
as band. A coquette is very little 


calculated to make one who has a 
1s 
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enen nn be 
tis paſſion, and is what tie world calls 4 


libertine, happy. He is too ſuſpicious, 
and Know too much of the ſex, for his 
own quiet in general. But in the modeſty 
of Miſs Horton's countenance I could rex 
poſe my honour in perfect ſecurity—l will | 
ſee her no more. ws Ti IL A 
 —But- I will though, Frederick; for 1 
find Mr. Howard gives 1 ball in a day g 
two, in honour of his ſon's return; all the 
world and his wife are to be invited, Lord 
Charlton and his gueſts, of courſe no re- 
fiſting the ſweet hope of dancing with my 
adorable; and Howard, tough he admires 
her much more than Miſs Lemple, yet has 
good-naturedly wa ved his inclinationa, and 
1 to requeſt the hand of the; ſatter 
dieu. VVV 
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Charles Seymour, Eſq. to Lord Frederick Alton. 


W E had, though not a very ſplendid a 
. very elegant dinner and ball. After 
Howard had received and complimentedi 
the good company from Charlton Park, 
ſome other company arriving, heretired't 
receive them; and after ſome general cg” 
pliments; 1 — my ſelf tomy ch 
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ſelf as being 
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D one given me by Heaven. l began to be 
\ pious, Frederick, and loook upon that in- 
Re a 3 as the w_ of Heaven. 


and * the felicity of en gaging her for the 
evening. After we had been ſeated ſome 
little time, Howard came up and requeſted 
the honour of her hand ; ſhe exchiſen her- 
engaged with me. Good God, 
Mr. Bennet! ſaid Howard I thought you 


| had engaged yourſelf to Miſs Horton ! 
; Well, ſaid. I, fo. I have. 


| Indeed, Sir! and do you intend to mo- 


= ipolize free ladies? but, ſaid he, laughing, 


my 7 *acnd, we cannot allow it, and you 
mult give up this lady or Miſs Horton, 
Bene ve me” >> 

This Lady or Mi Horton what do 
vou mean, Howard ? I underſtood that this. 


= lady was Miſs Horton 


Then, you underftood ftrangely, Ben- 
et. This lady I ſuppofe to be Miſs Tem- 


5 27 am I right, Madam. 


That is my name Sir, ſaid fhe, ſmiling 
at the odd miſtake I had made. 
Then, ſaid Howard, not obſerving my 


emotion, I am at liberty to engage Mits 
Horton ? | 


Icould ſcarcely articulate © you are; and 


he flew to her Joſtatiely. whilſt my ſoul was 


loſt in the pleaſing tranſport of finding that 
the only woman in the world, who could in- 
Ipire me with a real paſſion, ſhould be the 


How 
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Hou did Tcurſe my folly as I gazed on 
her beautfous face, for flying ſo long from 
ſuch a heaven of charms ! and yet, Pranks 
as it may. ſeem, I felt an invincible, re- 
ugnance to diſcover myſelf, I wiſhed to 
be acquainted with her character, to gain 
her Henn, her affections; for 1 felt I ſhould' 
be miſerable, even in the poſſeſſion of her 
lovely perſon, if I could not aſſure myſelf - 
of her heart likewiſe, and I felt inexpreſlible 4 
anguiſh when 1 reflected it was moſt pro- 
bably engaged; for with a perſon ſo lovely 
and the addition of a fine. fortune, as our en- 
gagement had been kept an inviolable ſe 
cret, ſhe muſt have had an army of adorers, 
and among them molt likely forge happy 
youth had acquired an intereſt in that heart, 
which its legal claimant had © entirely 
neglected. Mo WI " 
ff 1 difcovered m ke” ſhe would think 
berſelfobliged to diſſèmble her ſentimemts; 
ſhe would look upon me as the bane of her 
happineſs; my "perſon. would be | odions, 
my careſſes a torment. © ” 
On the contrary, What excullith felicity 
would it be, if I found her heart free from 
attachment, to gain my ſelf an intereſt there! 
Accordingly, having formed my reſo- 
luden, I endeavoured the whole day and 
evening to make myſelf as agreeable os 
fible to her. She dances divinely; has 
- great divacity, rn by ſuch prudence 
ET Hs. Rs. 
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and delicacy, that forbid every. improper 
liberty, I ſhall run mad, Frederick, ifſhe 

does not love me ; yet though ſhe was ex- 
ceedingly polite and obliging, L could not 
<; py. the leaſt ſymptom of à tenderer ſenti- 
mant in her manger and behaviour. Time, 
Perhaps——Immuft Have patience; yet T he. 


** 


eeame her captive the firſt moment I ſaw 


Her. My perfections are not ſo. con/pirumes, 
let my. vanity. recollect. Yet I think even 
at firſt fight f Hey, Aliton ?. ) perſon 
m; air has been admired by Madame le 
Conteſſe, le Marguiſe—my dreſs. d la mode de 
fa Web FE or rag reap 
yet I will have ſome mercy on you. 


Do not you think though, that Iam the 
firſt yqung fellow that ever fell deſperately 
in love with bis own Wife and deferred the 
poſſeſſion of a beautiful woman till he could 
inſure her heart? T hope hy it to render my 
bliſs more compleat... A dull, unanimated 
mediocrity was never made for me. I muſt 
taſte compleat happineſs, or be doomed to 
Again call me capticiouſly nice and 
_ whunſical, if you pleaſe; 1 vill give you 
leave to ſay any thing, if you will but write. 
You are — lt me ſee on, two, th ee |. tters 
in my debt; and I ſwear by the bright eyes 
cf my Caroline, that I wil write no more 
till you tell me what you think of my ex- 
traordinary ſituation, and acquaint me with 
what you are doing“ on ſoft Italia's ſhores. - 
Farewel, Alſton. | C. S. 
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LETTER! — 
Ms Temple 10 Mrs. Mardaw: SUE 


A DY Charltbn's. Stets ee and 
ball was elegantly magnificent, and; 
our morning concert by no means deſpicur- - 
ble: Lady Charlton upon the forte-piano, 
Mrs. Harvey upon the pedal harp, Mrs. 
Whaley the guitar, myſelf and Miſs Hors, 
ton, harpſichords ; Lord Charlton the or- 
gan, Major Henly the baſs viol, Mr. Har- 
vey a violin, Mr: Whaley german flute, 
the ſervants French horns and clarionets. 
As I am complimented with ſomethi 
of a voice, I was importuned to ſing, which. BY 
1 did, and as I was in the midſt of one of the xl 
ſongs, ſome company came in ſoftly; as t 
were by ſtealth, that they might not <a | 
rupt the muſic ; and as I did not chuſe te 
be diſcompoſed by the ä of any 
ſtranger, I kept my eyes. fixed-upon the 
notes till L had. finiſſed extravagant was 
the applauſe given me, and from the torrent 
of undeſerved praiſe, I was almoſt unable 
to look up as I was unwilling before, Flor, 
Howe ver, I ſoon got —5 better of this 
ridiculous baſhfulneſs, and ſoon diſcoyerach - 
the new, comers to be indeed ſtrangers, 
whom | learned, after they were gone t 
they fiayed no longer than the concert was | 


ended 
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ended, they being engaged to Mr. May- 
nerd's to dinner, that one of them was Mr. 
Howard's ſon, the other a Mr. Bennet, his 
friend. 
We had'an inchanting day and evening, 
danced by lamp-light upon the lawn, anc 
ſupped in the greenthouſe. Every body 
was in ſuch ſpirits, that we did not ſepa- 
rate till three o'clock in the morning. 

A few days afterwards, Mr. Howard 
nad an entertainment and ball; ſoon after 
we entered the houſe, Mr. Bennet engaged 
me to dance with him, as did Mr. * 
ard Miſs Horton. : 

At dinner Mrs. Whaley, who fat next 
me, whiſpered, how compoſed you look, 
Miſs Temple, as if you was unconſcious 
of the havoc you have made in the heart 


-— of one of our new beaux: Miſs Horton I 
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dare ſwear, wiſhes you at- the antipodes ; 
for ſhe loves to monopolize all hearts; and 
is not content with the admiration of How- 
ard, but tries every art to draw the atten- 
tion of the other ;—it is to no purpoſe ; juſt 
now ſhe had indeed ſo far prevailed with 
Bennet, that he ſeemed to be examining 
both your faces, as if to ſee which was the 
moſt worthy of his devotion; but he was 

aint, and ad 
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Upon my honour, ſaid ſhe, it is true; do 
but look at him at this moment. 

1 did. Our eyes met, and there ener 
witcheraſt in the glance. I declare Inever' 
Vas ſo diſcompoſed by a pair of eyes before. 
Mrs. Whaley laughed at my confuſion. 
He is very handſome, Caroline, ſaid ſhe; 
a very graceful figure! fine eyes! a little 
too much boldneſs in their expreſſion in- 
deed; but when you have made a farther 
progreſs i in his heart, you will teach them 
more timidity. Oh, if we women knew 
but our own power, and had art enough 
to manage it properly, the boaſted lords of 
the creation were but wax in our hands! 
Thus ſhe ran on. After dinner the gen- 
tlemen ſoon followed us into the drawing- 
room, and Bennet placing himſelf by me, 
ſcarcely left me the whole evening. His 
_ converſation is indeed very pleaſing; he 
has great politeneſs, appears to have a well 
cultivated underſtanding, with a large por- 
tion of vivacity. The only fault Feu 
ſee in him was a too great boldneſs of coun- 


tenance, an air of hbertiniſm, I think. Both > 


Benner and Howard have almoſt lived at 
Charlton Park ever ſince; Howard is a very 
agreeable young man, though not ſo ami- 
able as his friend; Lord Charlton is fond of 
both their companies, and they generally. 
make one in all our parties. I have been 
8 for =y —_— and 8 ä 
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an opportuaity the other afternoon. of de- 
paſſion. As I have ever made it 


an in pepe rule never to keep a lover 


a moment in ſuſpenſe, but give him upon 
his firſt declaration a poſitive refuſal, I did 
ſo now; but ſhail I own to you, my dear 
Mrs, Mordant, the weakneſs of my heart? 


L could not, at this time, do it with equal 
_ eaſe to myſelf; I was more at a loſs for ex- 


eſſioi, found more difficulty in ſofteni 
= harſhneſs of denial, . had 1 
rienced. 

Lam afraid that my eyes contradicted 
my tongue; for the bold thing ſeemed very 
little diſcouraged, by what. I intended 
ſhould have put an end to all his hopes. 
He.. complained indeed of my cruelty, ;, 
whilſt the ſoft eloquence of, his eyes was 
abſolutely irreſiſtible, and my fooliſh heart 


Vas too ſenſible to their ſeducing pleadings. 


Alarmed at emotions I had never before 
been conſcious. to, I would truſt myſelf 
with this dangerous man, no longer; but 
hurried to the company, in ſpite of all he 
could ſay to tx me. 

IJ am married, Maria, and cannot with- 
out being criminal, entertain a paſſion for 
another man; nor "wil I indulge theſe lit. 


tile flutterings, and beginning partialities— 


n when it ſprings firſt in the boſom, 

conquered with, eaſe, I ſhould 

Fe, though i it may be a difficult taſk to 
accom- 
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accompliſh i it, when it has been indulged, | 
and grown to its full magnitude. 
I will liſten to no more tales of love 
from him; will take effectual care never to 
be alone with him: and if I find, in ſpite; - 
of all precautions, this fooliſh: paiſion gain 
ground, I will fly up to town,  and.drown. 
it in the noiſe and diſſipations of public life. 
Lam my dear Mrs. - Mordants truly als 
{ionate 1 


C. Tzurlz. 
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Gaar Seymour, £ fr 10 Lord Fredetick Alm. : 


| PROCEED very ſlow I in my PE 

| ſometimes I think the divine 

5 Tikes me; at other times I am tor- 
tured with the apprehenſions of a prior at- 
tachment. There is ſometimes a dying 
langour in her eyes; ; but their humid beams 
are not at ſuch times pointed to me. 
In ſhort, Frederick, I am not happy, 
nor, I am half afraid, in the road to be ſo 
Perhaps thy ſage remark may be juſt— 
That ne fellow ever trifled away his rea! 
happineſs, in ſearch of an imaginary, ideał 
one, like myſelf. But ſuppoſe I was, aas 

thou adviſeſt, to declare myſelf, I tell t thee 


again, 
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again, ſhould 1 diſcover that her heart is 5 
another sand my penetration is pretty 
good in matters of love and jealouſy——t 
ſhould be miſerable to exceſs; for it is her 
heart, more than her lovely perſon: I covet. 
the poſſeſſion of, Upon my ſoul, ſtrange 
as the declaration may ſeem, fionately 
as 1 adore her, I had rather 25 her to a 
rival ſhe loves; for then I ſhould have the 
ſatisfaction of thinking I had contributed. 
to her happineſs, though at the expence of 
my own ; than poſſeſs her perſon, when I 
knew another had her heart; for then I 
ſhould know I-made her miſerable. 

But, even ſuppoſing her heart not pre- 
engaged, how can [I be certain of having 
gained her affections, if I precipitate the 
diſcovery? Her prudence will make her 
diſſemble an appearance of tenderneſs, and 
I ſhould look upon the moſt affectionate 
behaviour as the dictates of duty, not of 
love. | 

On the contrary, can I but acquire my- 
ſelf an intereſt in her heart, what tranfport, 
after having drawn the dear confeſſion from 
her lips, to acquaint her, that a paſſion 
which ſhe had ſtruggled with as criminal, 
and the ſource of ſorrow and guilt, was 

juſtified by · every law divine and human! 
for ſtruggle with her heart in ſuch a caſe 
hope ſhe e would ſtill give my deli - 

Gon a > ant ard” rar cd _ Dlindly 

give 


—_— 


— 
; * 


Taausrrion or a MoManrT. 162 


ive up herſelf to the dictates of her paſ- 
Han for Bennet, without adverting to the 
predicament in which ſhe ſtands with Sey 
mour. 
In ſhort, the dear creature, though ſhe is 
entirely ignorant of it, has a d.flicult part᷑ to 
rform: if ſhe is cool, I ſhall ſuppoſe the 
for ves another; if ſhe is very warm, I ſhall 
ſuſpe& her honour as a wife; but if ſhe 
comes out pure from this fiery ordeal, I ſhall 
be me happiett of human beings. Aces. 


r t Se — 
Miſs Temple 10 Mrs. Mordant. | 


(HIS heart of mine, my dear Maria, i is 
a very refractory one; but though I 
cannot govern its fooliſh emotions, 5 it 
will flutter and ſigh, dance and deſpond, 
in ſpite of the reſtraints of reaſon, I am de- 
termined it never ſhall influence my actions; | 
and if it will ſometimes force my eyes to 
_ expreſs part of its folly, never fhall it riſe 
to my lips—never fhall Bennet know the 

empire he has gained over it. 
| He is continually here; every body i is 
_ charmed with him, and Lam ſchooled b 
the whole company for my ann 45 and 
e 


: * 
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to town. Good night! 
* 
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coldneſs: for I have aſſumed a degree of 


reſerve to him, which does not look much 
unlike averſion, and which they ſeem to 


miſtake for it: yet were they adepts in the 
| Paton; this over- acted diflike, to one ſo 
el 


| calculated to inſpire tenderer ſenti- 


ments, would too plainly diſcover the ſtate 


of my heart, 3 
Bennet approaches me with a kind of 


timidity; ſeeks occaſions of entertaining 
me alone; which I am as induſtrious in dit» 


appointing : but if he finds me at my tam- 
bour, I am ſure to have him leaning over 
my chair whiſpering ſoft nonſenſe ; whilſt, 
never deigning to * up, affect the moſt 
mortifying inattention, hum an air, or aſk 
him ſome fooliſh queſtion foreign enough 
from the purpoſe, which generally filences 
him, or ſends him off with a high. Yet 


the confident thing does not ſeem. long 


diſpirited by theſe repulſes, but returns 
ſoon with freſh reſolution to the- charge: 
he muſt either have a very high opinion of 
his own accompliſhments, or my eyes have 
betrayed the ſecrets of 4: 
This conſtraint makes me very unhappy 
I feel peeviſhneſs and ill humour grow. faſt 
upon me; and I am determined, however, 
loth I am to leave this group of amiable 
people, to tear myſelf from them and fly, 
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* flept exceedingly ill laſt night, the 
perturbations « of my mind having brought 
on a flight nervous fever, ſufficient to de- 
prive the of my reſt, or render my ſleep, 
if I chance to fall into: a doze, more hur- 
rying and fatiguing than being awake. 
toſe very early, and ſauntered into the 
garden; but as the dew ſtill hung on the 
graſs, I retired into a temple, in a very 
remote part of it, and throwing myſelf on 
a ſofa, Rebe but not without tears, 
the peculiar incidents of 8 
J had indulged myſelf but a ſhort time 
in this folirude, when I was alarmed by 
the entrance of. Bennet, who ſeemed equally 
ſurpized at ſeeing me. I arole haſtily, 
and covering my face with my handker- 
chief to conceal my tears, would have 
ruſhed paſt him; but he, ſeizing my hand, 
led me back to my ſeat, and placed him- 
ſelf on the fame ſofſa. | 
e Cruel Miſs, Temple, he cried, 4 how 
have 1 merited the fixed averſion too 
plainly” I ſee you have for me ? Why muſh. 
this beauteous face be hid from me? Let 
me have the pleaſure of gazing, though 
| hope is denied—Good God, madam in 
ro ? deer: can 25 occaſioned 8 this 
rief ?—no i news, I hope? your father, 
00 friends Pn — are wel 1 ne jull 
| articulate, ON ah 
« What then, he ? For heaven's 
ſake, for pity's ſake; eaſe the x Denny 
Ih: . no 
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now feel! Lane tell me 3 harrid inci- 
dent occalions the falling of thoſe precious 
drops ETD. - 

I made him no 1 260 Twas bible to 
ſpeak in that moment. He drew me gently 
towards him, and with an action the, moſt 


tender and ſoothing, wiped the tears from 
my glowing cheek, and with a thouſand 
| e expreſſions, preſſed me to tell 


m what had made me ſo unhappy. I 
was ſtill ſilent; his appearance ſo unex- 
pected, his importunity ſo perplexing, had 
thrown my mind into ſuch a confuſion, 
that I dared not truſt myſelf to anſwer 


| him. 


He ſeemed alarmed; 00 Dear creature | pr. 
he cried, with great emotion, “ this f- 


lence diſtracts me I If you will not honour 


me with your confidence, permit me to 


lead you to Lady Charlton; in her ſooth- 


ing tenderneſs your grief may. And ſome 


| al eviation.” 


I could juſt articulate,” „Leave me, Sir.” , 
" Thick me not rude, my dear angel, 


he replied, © but I cannot, will not leave 


you thus. Oh that you did but think me 


worthy to ſhare your ſorrows ! all that is 
in the power of man ſhould be done, to 


remove thoſe which could be remedied n 


for thoſe which, could not, I would join 


my tears with yours, wr you figh. for 

ſigh, and by the melancholy participation 

tefſen the tide of grief.” 7 
„Mu 


— 
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1. MV griefs, 'Sir, no participation, can 
7 leſſen, or any effort remedy.” _ 
bu And muſt yeu thus, in all the bloom 
of youth and beauty, become the prey of 
a conſuming, irremediable ſorrow for - 
bich it all ye powets of heaven! Thus on 
my knees, Miſs Temple, let. me intreat 
Four confidence. It is a very improper 
time to urge the tale of love though my 
heart adores you I WII ſmother its | 5 5 
and it is not the lover, but the friend, who 
Eneels at your feet and entreats your con- 
fidence—for your own ſake, not his, he en- 
treats it. Some happy. youth poſſeſſes that 
heart, which —your father probably objects, 
and hope <leſs love it is conſumes your peace. 
Think me your brother, madam ; believe 
me a man of honour. My utmoſt intereſt, 
my utmoſt abilities ſhalt be exerted in At 
ſervice: and bleſt, fu et bleſt, as ay | 
ſhould account myſelf poſſeſſing vo I 
ſhould deteſt my own heart, could Fi {prefer 
its own happineſs to yours.“ 

« Generous man!“ I cried, * Ah, Ben- 
net!“ and a ſigh would force its Way, 
. ou are too generous—too amiable ! leave 
me, this inſtant, leave me.. 

He gave me a look, as if he would 170 
read my ſoul. Leave you! Oh ma- 
dam how am I to interpret your words ? 
I could explain them—but I dare not truſt 
ele witk the idea ; „ 2 ae of 
DBox D - fuch. 
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fach high. raiſed hopes would be inſtant 


death. Vouchſafe, angel ofa woman, to 


; Explain your meaning. 


« I meant as I ſaid, S have 


| ſtaid too long; I muſt leave you, if you 

gqxe determined to remain here:“ and I Was 
; Haſtening pe 5 terrified to death at the 
thoughts of a farther ex lanation : but 
s vith” a kind of reif pech 


1 violence he 


Mi, brought me back, i. me, and throw- 
ing "Femſelf upon. his kneees before me. 


* Amiable Miſs Temple pardon me; : 


for the happineſs of my future life "depends 


upon. this important hou den Ven big 
the wretched ho 1 0g IG 

in my eyes, tis brigh- 

tened into rapture at what he read there ; 


for I could not ſpeak. He ſnatched, my 
| hand, preſſed it ardently to his lips, then 


to his boſom, roſe, elalp pe jm £ agerly/ 1 in 


| by «nah n. ſpeechl 918 tran ſtrug⸗ 


him How ets; ir ? does 


a 157 N partiality 5 4 theſe li- 


perties ?? 3 2 
6 Pardon ime, madam, but Thaye not 


Fords | gene, 8 prels my rapturous ſenſar 


: floſs > be ra 


ed. from thedeepelt gloom 
to this heaven of of bop 4168 — 

o abate. then its 8 8 
9 hat though you have ſurpri 
into. the confeſſion of what I ry 17 55 


| concealed fro e the world, hut molt from 
He 


tLaever can be yours.” 
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He ſtarted. « Your father, madam,” 
faid he, with eagerneſs, wi flatter myſelf, 
can have no ob yections z z my fortune, MN 
: character“ 
Ace both I doubt not unexcep= 
tionable. But“ | 
But what madam?” — | 

* olemnly engaged to another 
Harty 3 
4 Good God?” cried he, throving him- 
ſelf upon a ſofa oppoſite to me, with his 
face upon his arm, as if to hide his n 

* this is too much!“ 

A filence of ſome minutes enſued, in» 
terrupted but by ſighs. At laſt! approached 
him; * be compoſed, Sir, and hear me. 
You have 1 and I will now not 
ſcruple to acknowledge my regard—that 
is a cold words my heart L more to 
the - YEP E— wy, 1 87 
Ile haſtily railed his cad. upon his hand, 

and gave me 90 look which — — diſcpme 
poſed my newly aſſumed philoſophy ;. 1 
| bluſhed, heſitated ;. he reſumed his firſt * 
11857 „and I proceeded... << I oill make you 

the confident. you have 10 75 me to do. 
7 2 will tell you my 85 hole ſtory ; you on 
W 4 0 a man of honour, and on 


. _— gy.” $4134 VI | 
fem paw recital of my. were 
tile en; 3 and its. conſequent | Cry, 


5 e ; HE PRA SHB 5 I 


i. e 


168 Tur RENCORTRE; Y, 


Sir, as the diſintereſted friend, the man of 
honour, who profeſſes for my intereſt to 
forget his own inclinations, I intreat you 
for a moment, generouſly to diveſt yourſelf 
of all paſſions which might miſlead your, 
better judgment, and tell me how I ought 
to acquit myſelf in this affair, where my 
duty and my inclinations are ſo much at 
_ variance; where the moſt ſolem engage- 
ments on the one hand, and the moſt ardent 
attachment on the other, claim to be heard.” 
Pleaſed to be made a judge in his own 
cauſe, he, ſmiling -l ſuppoſe at my weak- 
neſs in making him ſo—roſe, and quickly 
evinced the generoſity and difintereſtedneſs 
of a lover; he attempted by the moſt inſi- 
nuating, moſt ſeducing arguments to con- 
"vince me that it was the beſt, the moſt ho- 
nourable, nay even the moſt conſiſtent with, 
religion, to follow my own inclinations. , 
Thad not patience to hear him out.— 
1 ſee perfectly, Sir, what reliance I ought 
tm have on your inſidious profeſſions; and 
I thank my God, and the inſtructors of my. 
youth, my principles are not to be ſhook. 
by your weak, yqur deluſive arguments. 
If you think the line of conduct you have 
pointed out to me worthy a. woman of ho- 
nour, we have very different ideas of ho- 
nour, of conſcience, of virtue; and I muſt, 
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progounce your principles erroneous, your” 
ad gment defective. ut if, in oppo tion 
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to better know led geggou! haveendeavoured, 
to take advantage o 

favour, to-lead me into .the paths of infamy 
and ruin, your heart muſt be as dark as = 
demon of deſtruction ;:cither way! oughtr 
| tobe thankful for this eee enen N 
makes me feel ſo ſtrongly the folly of my 
conduct never after this hour will I ſee 


you again, if I can poſſibly avoid it; toe. | 


morrow will I leave Charlton-park.,.. 
He interrupted me with a thouſand: 3 


ſonate expreſſions; - a thouſand pathetic 


arguments, laying the whole blame upon 


the violence of his . paſſion, and all that; 
that at laſt I was fooliſh enough to forgive, 


but it was upon condition of never ſeeing 


him again; and "to-morrow. he is to leave 
this neighbourhood and return to France, 
under N of buſineſs Which required 


his immediate preſence; and take his leave 
of the family of Charlton-park by a card; 


for we neither of us choſe to hazard anather 
interview, At laſt we parted: Ah, Maria 
the torture that 8 my heart in that 


moment! lt is over and, hope ſoon to re- 
gain my uſual tranquillity... | 

Adieu, my deareſt Mrs. Mordant, and 
bees me moſt CIs yours, 


eee rrurtr. 
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Mrs. Morden 1 155 5 Lou 155 ferner. 
© SEND y my dende two, late letters 
from Miſs emple yo Will find by 
them that amiable girl is far from being 
happy; Iam — Lied for her. She 
certainly acts very properly, and 1 hope 2 
little time will reſtore her peace. 
Vet ſee you not, my dear Louiſa, that 
the principal ſource of our happineſs. or | 
miſery is in our own boſoms? and it is to 
be feared that as all have the ſame Rrong 
paſſions, and but few reſolution enough to 
combate them, that happineſs is ſtill a 
greater ſtranger on earth—great as we al- 
ready ſuppoſe it than is generally imagin- 
ed; and that if we could with equal freedom 
ſearch the boſoms of the moſt ſmiling mi- 
nions of fortune, we ſhould find in almoſt 
all a carking care, a diſappointed paſſion, | 
_ ſome ſecret grief, that like a moth, ſilent 
and unperceived to the admiring byſtand- 
ers, frets that rich garment which dazzles 
our eyes. Why then ſhould T repine, ſince 
to mourn is the common lot of humanity; 
ſome from the wayward paſſions of their 


own hearts, and ſome from the * 
neſs of thoſe abort-them of 


Su re, 
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Sure, my Louiſa, no one quality of the | 
human heart is ſo miſtaken as good na- 
ture; an appellation we apply to the perſon. 
who ſaniles upon us, without affixing to it 
any determinate idea; for what is good 1 na- 
ture? I do not at 7 moment pi 1; 
ever ſeeing its definition, though moſt pro- 
bably I have many times. Is it not a ſof- 
ter name for humanity the tenderneſs of 
heart which feels the ſorrows of others, and 
by the moft gentle and leaſing methods 
endeavours to alleviate them? that divine 
charity of St. Paul, which thinketh no 
evil, or I with candour that evil Which 
8 obtruded on its view? It is virtue in its 
| gentleſt, in its feminine attire; meeknels, . 
1 and benevolence unite to form the 
heavenly - compoſition of good nature. Shall 
we dignify with it then the apathy of that 
man, whoſe want of paſſions paſſes for vir-, 
tue, and whoſe want of feelings for the mi- 
ſeries of humanity decks his countenance 
with one eternal ſmile? Or is the yielding 
eaſineſs, the excels of indolence we obſerve 
in others worthy of it, who like the came- 
leon takes the n of every company, and 
are bad or good as that happens to be? who 
cannot withſtand the importunities of their 
companions, though the compliance leads 

to the ruin of their conſtitutions, the diſſi- 

pation of their fortunes, and. reduces. their 

Be...) to beggary? e 8 
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Of this laſt character, unfortunately for 
me, is Mr. Mordant, who has al] hat ca- 
ſineſs with which the good te him wear. 

the ſemblance, without principle; and 
which the COMPAny of the bad has render- 
ed really fo, without a vicious diſpoſition. 

Pleaſed Nd the noiſy. mirth of the ſport- 

ing gentlemen around, he could not reſiſt, 

their importunities to make in their bac-. 
chanalian revels; and they ſoon triumphed : 
| with a malignant pleaſure over his former 
ſobriety. And to prevent his return to rea- 
ſon, have laughed him out of all the influ- 
ende 1 had over him, by ridiculing the poor 
ſpirited wretch who is mean enough to ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be hen-pecked—their elegant 
phraſe; fo that I have the additional mor- 
| tification of finding myſelf the only, perſon. 
=! whaſe advice he diſregards. 

Nor is this all; for I have every reaſon 
to ſuppole he has formed too cloſe an inti- 
macy with my maid; a pretty girl, the 
daughter ofa tenant, whom I took to attend 
me, I am forry for the poor girl, and have 
given her many leſſons, on the virtues of the 
ſex, though to little purpoſe. I really am at 
a loſs to know how to act in this affair; it is 
impoſſible longer to ſhut my eyes againſt 
what every body perceives; and it neither 
becomes my character, or principles, by 
my ſilence to countenance wickedneſs , and 
* if I diſcard "ey I throw her mort 103 

tirely 


'# | 
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tirely into his power, abandon her to ſhame, 
and the male volence of his companions; 
by whoſe inſtigations I de verily think the 
guilty connexion was firſt formed, will 

moſt probably make it the occaſton of dif- 
ſipating that ſhadow of peace, Which ſtill 
reſts on our roof. Had I reaſonable beings 
to deal with, I ſhould know how to act; 
but who can anſwer for the captices of 

folly and madness? 

Neligion, my dear Louiſa, has hitherto 
been my ſupport, amidſt many trials; now 
it is my only one, and death my only hope. 
For which ever way I turn my eyes, the 
proſpect which regards this life, preſents 
nothing but horrid certainties, and fill 
more frightful apprehenſions. Many of Mr. 
Mordant's companions, are neceſſitous and 
embarraſſed in their circumſtances; every 
thing is to be feared from their arts and his 
eaſineſs, which they will dignify with the 
names of generoſity and humanity. They 
have robbed him, poor rffan, of his nega- 
tive virtues, and next they will moſt pro- 

bably divide his eſtate. + Wo 
My amiable Mrs. Spencer is gone to 

ſpend ſome months with a ſiſter, who 
married in Wales; ſo that I ſcarcely have a 
rational creature to ſpeak to, but Mrs. 
Graham, who indeed often calls upon me; 
ſhe is always full of her huſband's praiſes, 
who, it ſeems, is quite re formed; he is often 
I 3 with 
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with Mr. Mordant and his bacchanalian 
rout, but he always contrives to keep 
himſelf ſober; and, if I may believe her, 
he endeavours to reſtrain their. exceſſes. 
Perhaps I ſhould have been happier, had I 
_ choſen him, but I cannot blame myſelf; 
human foreſight is confined to the preſent 
moment; he was then an, infidel and li- 
bertine; Mr. Mordant at leaſt, a blame- 
leſs character; L choſe which of the two 
evils—a ſenfible wicked man, or a weak, 
Well. inelined one — appeared the leaſt; the 
event has not juſtified my choice; but as 
that I could neither foreſee or prevent, I 
am ſatisfied with the rectitude of my in- 
tentions. . „„ | 
My mother and ſiſter ſeldom do me the 
:honour of writing to me. I hear Harriet 
is a prodigious fine lady, encourages a mul- 
titude of adorers, which her Lord does not 
altogether approve; and that this, and her 
high play, at which ſhe is not always ſuc- 
ceſsful, has produced ſome bickerings a- 
, 1 
My beſt reſpects to your honoured fa- 
ther; and believe me, my dear Louiſa, 
ever your affectionate, 
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to complete my wretchedneſs when 1 part- 
ed from the man [I loved, and that was to 
unite me to the man I hated, and, miſer- 
able. oreature that a am, it will ſoon be MF . 

portion. ne 
A week had clapſed, and] had hems ht 
myſelf to be Again a little compoſed —4 
3 ng I received a letter from my 
father, requiring. my,immediate attendance 
in London: Mr. Seymour, it ſeems, is en 
his return to England, and, has ſignified 
his intentions, in a letter to my father, f 
doing me the honour of acknowledging his 
engagements; Jamey perſon, has mentioned 
me to him in ſuch high terms, that he is 
actual) in love with ä and 
dying with impatience -to; fee me. Ineloſed 
Was à letter from him to my ſelf, with great 
expreſſions of impatience, to ſee me, and 
violent accuſations of his own folly, in ſo 
long deferring ſo great a happineſs, as he 
* now convinced a union with ſo charming 
a perſon muſt. be; and 1 know not What 
; Nonſenſe beſides, for I had ſcarcely patience 


I 4 to 


„ 


2 AS, 1 my "Gear: Mrs. Mordant, the 
meaſure of my ſorrows will ſoon be 
led up: there Was but one thing wanting 


# 
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to read it through. He defires to know 
Where he ſhall have the happineſs of ſeeing - 
£ me, and begs I wilt honour him with a 
SG  Whatſhall1 do, Maria? a better queſ- 
tion, What oh. 1 te do? It 1s, certainly 
my duty ta receive him as my huſband, 
yet I cannot bid him Ves my foul 
fickens at the thought. And muſt my life 
be a conſtant round of deceit ? Muſt 1 ile 
An affected complaceney on him, whilſt my 
heart is tern with * anguiſh? ſmother my 
- ſighs for Bennet, and“ "make him believe 
that he alone is Jord of my affections 
1 deteſt the deceit. 
And het, ovhiltl0 thus Mbate the mar- 
ter With myſelf, tlie time flies, and I muſt 
-either Write to him, or goto London im- 
- 2mediately—write, then. What can I fay ? 
He 4 my huſband. Bennet would have 
perſuaded me, that a marriage circumſtan- 
ced as ours might be ſet aſſde: but b 
what authority can the law cancel the mo 
ſolemn vows ? eraſe from the records of 
heaven what I have ſworn at the altar, in 
he preſence of the Almighty ? Moſt true, 
that when thoſe vows aſſed my lips, I 
knew / not their purport ; they were en- 
forced by parental au thority: but the pa- 
rental authority is delegated by heaven, 
and an implicit obedience required to it 
b every law cine and human? ſo 0 
3 14 2 cou 


- 


MW 


could the law ſet our marriage aſide, Lam 
not ſufficiently convinced of its diſpenſing 


power, to believe it could ſet me free from 
my vows; nor with ſuch ſcruples, *could 
-ever marry another; as ſuch a marriage, 
in my ideas, would be an adultery; Ben- 


net and myſelf would fill de as diſtant as 
ever. 


Why then longer ſtruggle with my de- | 


ſtiny ? 1 have ſworn, and it cannot he re- 
allo, to be the wife of Seymour; it i 
my duty to receive him as my huſband. 
Ab, Maria! it is my duty; but 1 did 
not before ſee all the ſeverity of my fate 
eternally diſunited from the man I love; 


in fatal union with the man 1 hate hate a] 


hate my hyſbankd ?——let me recall the 
word! if I cannot love, I muſt honour 
and obey hirm—— Tt ſhall be dohe, a 


will write immediately, to aeg Hith 


that I acquieſce in my father's 'pleafure. 
Yet, why may I not wifh him to poſt- 
pone his 5 for ſome little time; a 


few months —a few weeks will be a precious | 


 Gaving of time from the general wreck, A 
1 ſhall, perha in that time be more com. 
oy gned—it is worth trying 


.. pi: I fayxto him ? if T make 
common excuſes, will he not think 
maidenly coyneſs and affectation ? and if 


Pp ny" whole heart open to him, and dn 
m 
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my fatal attachment, will it not lay t the 
foundation of endleſs diſtreſs and jealou- 


| fies ?—Ye why ſhould I imagine they will. 
follow, Tince thoſe paſſions imply love and 
tender anxiety? Ours is a match of diſ- 


cretion, not of choice, and will have no 
ſuch pertucbing, attendants ;, to live cvilly 


tog ether is as much as can 'be hoped. for: 


we muſt try to cem each other: and that 
I may be worthy of his eſteem, I will have 
no. reſerve ;. and if he finds my heart at- 
tached to another, he muſt blame his own 
meglect; ſince it is moſt probable, had I 
known him earlier; he would have engaged 


all my affections. Should, I be. ſilent now, 
and be ſometime hence diſcover the ferret 


of my ſoul, would he not with reaſon think 
me diſingenuoug, and unworthy his confi- 
dence 2. 1 will write then according to my 
wn ideas. of juſtice and honour ; and this 
Think ſhall be letter: '; 
. Pardon me, Ses, if I do not believe 
alt the fine. things you tell me in your 


letter; if I doubt the reality of thoſe tran- 


ſports and impatiences you profeſs; if I 
am quite a ſceptic to the doctrine of the 
heart being wounded through the ear. 
Tired with youthful wanderings and diſ- 
ſipations, prudence. whiſpers, : that it is 
time to return to your native country, and 
fulfil the en agements of your infar ancy ; 
polecnch would make me the 

compli- 
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„I thank you, Sir, "ay this Wee os _ , 
my ſex's vanity ; but let us leave affecta- 


tion and flattery to lovers, or ſuch as would 


make each other believe they are ſo: ours 


was a match of prudence, not of inclina- 


tion; and as our ſolid good was taken into 
conſideration only, not our ideal, let us 
follow the plain path our parents have 
marked out for us, and by opening our 
hearts to each other, e without. diſs - 


guiſe, what we really are. 
« The reaſon for which our. parents 


married us was, that the eſtates might by . 


that means be incorporated in one: they 


are united, and the marriage has anſwered | 


the end ropoſed „whether we ſhould ap- 


prove of the union, was not ſo much as 


thought: of. That 5% did not, is. evident 
by your long abſente from your native 


country; and 1 will frankly acknowledge | 
an equal Tepugnance—l will go füll fare 
ther, and own, that I have not an heart 


to give. 


el. Start not, Sir, 84 you had Juſt; 


eſcaped. taking pollution 10 your arms; 
though my heart has given way to an invo=. 
luntary paſſion ; my vows to you have ever 
been remembered; ſeverely have I - taxed; 
my ſelf for the crime, and baniſhed for 


ever from my ſight the dear idobof my foul. . 
— menti⸗ 


„ 


15 
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«<7 mentioned this, Sir, to ſhew you. that 
-F-have no reſerve; What a very ill wife [I 
fhould at. preſent wake you z that the in- 
difference and diſtance Which has hitherto 
taken place between us is moſt expedient 
or the happineſs of both; and that the 
marriage will anſwer all the ends propoſed, 
by the union of our eſtates, without any 
Further connection. 1 
„ Should you ſtill be inclined to play 
the lover, and inſiſt upon my performing 

my engagement, I have it not in my power 
to refu ſe; and the religions education BY 


©: ern pry 1 5 you fin, I muſt 
meet you in London; but reflect upon what 
T have ſaid, and generouſly ſpare me the 
diſtreſs of being united to one man, when 
my heart is attached, to another: that I 
acknowledge this you are not to reſent, 
| fince had I ſeen you firſt, in all proba- 
bility, my heart would not have known 
another maſter : l pry not into the ſtate of 
yours, though it is moſt likely, that long 
cer this you have ſeen the woman your 
_ foul proves: how happy would it make 
us both, could 1 refign my claim, and 

erafe from the records .of heaven thoſe ſo; 
lemn vows fo long TO eie! 
AAS: . Whate: 


ri 
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8 Whatever is your determination — 
for my fate is in your hands—l ſhall not 
forget that one part of thoſe vows was obe- 
dience. Yet ſure there can be no harm in 
requeſting a few more years, till my judg- 
ment is matured, and my heart freed from 
its way ward inclinations. When we are 
both ſuperior to the caprices of youth, we 
may make a ſober and tolerable happy 
couple, and ſhine in the annals of prudence 
to the end of the chapter. 

« I cannot help na ſome impa- 
tiencefor the reſult of your determuoaligh, | 
and am, Sir, &c.” 

This epiftle, my dear Maria, ſhall i; 
though I was not able to pleaſe mylelt ; in 
writing, and do not above half like it. 
What is the reaſon that our ſenſe, our un- 
derſtanding is not always the ſame ? That 

one hour our wit ſhall be ſudden as the 
elementary flaſh, the next loſt in dulneſs 
and ſtupidity ? in ſome company I feel 
myſelf light as air, ſay a hundred lively 
things, and ſuppreſs a million more from 
prudence or timidity; with ſome other 
people I feel myſelf benumbed, as by the 
touch of a torpedo, and ſo far from 
wit, can ſcarcely ſpeak dull good ſenſe. 
Why i is the foul ſo unequal to herſelf, and 
ſo incapable at times * exerting her 
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The ſecluded life I lived ſo long with my 
dear aunt, and the litttle n T faw, 
made me unable to acquire that confidence, 
which an early introduction into the polite 
eircles never fails to give. I often feel awk - 
ward and embarraſſed for want of a proper 
degree of aſſurance, uncomfortable to my- 
ſelf, and ſtupid, no doubt, to thoſe about 
me. Vet even theſe weakneſſes of my beha- 
viour have had their admirers, who have 
ſtiled my timidity and baſhfulneſs, humili- 
ty; and who does not love humility 2 
What a compliment to the company are 
theſe apparent acknowledgments of their 
ſuperiority ! Strange as it may ſeem, We 


love humility from pride. 
Adieu, my dear Mis. Mordant; you 


will readily believe I am all 1 impatience to 
receive an anſwer from Seymour; and as TI 
flatter myſelf my fate is not indifferent to 
you ; you fhall know the reſult of his de- 
terminations the moment I do, and believe ; 


| me moſt affectionately yours, 


\ CAROLINE Trurrr. 
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LB T. T E R NN.. 
From the Jame 10 the ſame: 


NST EAD of ſkeping, Fam-fat An 
to inform my dear Mrs. Mordant, that 


Square. The much-expected letter came 
from Seymour to Charlton- park, by which 
I was ſtill kept in the moſt diſagreeable 
ſuſpenſe. He in it expreſſed the warmeſt 
gratitude for my frankneſs, and told me 
he had ſomething to propoſe, which he 


flattered himſelf would give us mutual ſa- 


tisfaction; for which reaſon he requeſted 


to ſee me in Eondon as ſoon as poſſible, 


and apologized for giving me the trouble 

of a journey; but that he wiſhed to ſee me 
in the preſence of my father, who was not 
to be moved from town during the meeting 
of parliament, and whoſe approbation in 
the affair he had to propoſed Was raves pe 
neceſſary. 


What can I think of all this; my dear 2 


; Perhaps he imagines our marriage canibe 
ſet aſide; if his conſcience” is not fo de- 
licate as mine, with all my heart; I ſhall 


be exceedingly well ſatisfied, as you may 


imagine, to be feparated from him; tho? 
as I think the law not empowered to war- 
5 rant perjury, I ſhall ever think it criminal 


to 


late this night I. arrived in St: James's 
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to wed another whilſt he lives. I die with 
impatience to know what his propoſal can 
be, yet dread to ſee him. O Maria, to- 
morrow-morning ell then let us leave: 
our cares to the dreaded morrow, and to- 
night give you ſome account of my jour- 


1 37H Charlton, Major Henly, and Mrs. 
Whaley, accompanied me to the inn, where 
I was{to ſleep, and where my father's coach 
was to meet me. We parted next morn- 
ing, not without tears. Nothing material 
happened till the coach drove up to an inn 
at N. about twenty miles from town, when 
I was aſtoniſhed at the appearance of Ben- 
net, ſtanding at the inn-deor. 5 
I thought I ſhould have faintedſo 
totally unexpected, when 1 imagined he 
had been in France; I am ſure 4 wiſhed 
him there —at the antipodes, rather than 
where he was. e 
- He ſaw me in a mament, and flew to 
receive my hand; joy beaming in his eyes 
and playing in every expreſſive feature. 1 
can give no account of my own behaviour, 
my mind was in ſuch a confuſion; ſenfible 
10 ſuch a variety of ſenſations, from a 
ſtrange mixture of pleaſure and pain, that 
I appeared no doubt a perfect idiot. He 
led me into a room, ſeated me, ſat down 
cloſe beſide me, {till holding my hand, and 
playing a thouſand fooleries with it; 5 


* 
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his eyes, the only language I was at that 
moment ſenſible to, told me his rapture at 
tmis unexpected meeting. 
At laſt reaſon reaſſumed her ſeat; and, I 
enquired into his unexpected appearance. 
He told me, that four days after leaving 
me, he had landed in France, and imme- 
diately ſat off for Paris, in that region of 
gaiety and diſſipation to forget, if it Was 
E his a paſſion; but that 
he had been recalled ; laſt week back to 
England by the mo Serous illneſs of a dear 
friend, to, whom he was haſtening. 
He then enquired into my reaſon for 
returning to town, when he left. me deter- 
mined to ſpend ſome months longer at 
Charlton-Seck I gave him a minute de- 
tail of all that had paſſed, with regard o 
myſelf and ee He ſeemed to build 
high hopes upon what J had ſaid to Sey- 
mour, and upon the hint in his anſwer; 
and wanted much to draw me into a pre- 
miſe to have him, in caſe the other ſhould 
give up his claim, which, if he would do, 
he aſſured me our marriage might. be ſe 
. aſide. „ 
"This 1 would not do. I was very ex- 
pPlicit with, him; told him, that I thought 
it not in the power of any earthly lw 
to cancel the moſt ſolemn” vows: that, 
2 happy as I ſhould: think myſelf in being 
5 relealed from all re ions of livin 
ö WI 
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with Seymour, I could never, during his 


fe, tiki of marrying any other perſon , 


as ſuch a marriage, according to my ideas, 


would be a ſtate of adultery... 


21 


He endeavoured, with many arguments, | 


to make me change theſe whimiical opi- 


nidus, as he called them; - but I found 
none ſufficient to ſhake them, and I defired 


the topic might be dropped, and he ac- 
een with a figh.. 


He then Bonk" I "would. receive his let. 


derten of friendſhip, ſince love muſt 
be out of the queſtion. No, I anſwered. 
I had declared my opinions and my reſo- 
| lution, to which I was determined, what- 
ever it coſt me, firmly to adhere. . As,l 


really thought my vows. binding in wo 
hight: of heaven; however they might 
regarded by an earthly tribunal, it was not 


conſiſtent with the nature of thoſe VOWS, 


to have either correſpondence or conver- 


: fation with him. It wou'd be fooliſh to 
attempt to deceive myfelf; my heart was 


fenſible to a warmer paſſion than friend- 
mi p, which abſence alone would eaſe. This 


inter view, therefore, ſhould be the laſt I 
would ever have with him. 

But why do: I: trouble you, my dear x 
Mrs. Moidant, - with all theſe tedious par- 
ticulars; after taking a diſh of coffeg, I 


hurried into a coach, leaving him, with 


his arms folded, and hat pülled over his. 
Good 


eyes, the ſilent ſtatue of deſ pair. 


| TRANSITION or a Momenr. | 187 


Good night, my dear Maria, I feel a 
| Ettle drowſy, and will welcome the ſweet 
lethean inclination. To-morrow, after this- - 
dreaded interview, will I reſume the pen. 
I forgot to tell you, that Seymour has 
made my father ſeveral viſits; but I can- 
not find that he has explained his inten- 
tions ; nor does my father ſeem to have 
any other idea than of our living together; 
ſo I have ſaid very little about it. I wiſh 
to-morrow was over. Once more, good 
night! | | 
* * * „ * * * „ „ „ * * 

Heavens and earth, what a denouement . 
I ſlept but little laſt night, and roſe with 
the dawning day. Reſtleſs and unſettled, 
I took up a ook my pen —attempted my 
harpſichord nothing could furniſh. nie 
with ſufficient amuſement to calm the Per- | 
turbations- of my ſou], or take off my 
thoughts a moment from the dreaded, the 
important interview, upon which I ima- 
gined the peace of my future life depended. 
I ſcarcely know how my time paſſed, till 
I was ſummoned to breakfaſt; where I was. 
obliged to eat, though entirely without 
1 leſt my father mould.” think 
me ill. 

I retired again the moment 1 could to 
my dreſſing-room, and my heart palpitated 
to the wheels of every carriage that paſſed, 
At laſt one ſopped—the footman's rap aas 


V= | nounced -:, | 


| * together. 
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nounced a viſitant -I threw myſelf, halt 
. fainting, on a ſofa the ſervant came 
with Mr. Seymour's compliments; I h 14 
but a moment to ſummon all my reſolu - 
tion, and determine not to behave quite 
like a fool, when the door was thrown 
open, and—gueſs my aſtoniſhment, : when | ſh 
the firſt object which preſented itſelf to my 
eyes was Bennet. In the firft whirl of my Wl be 
ideas, it is impoſſible to ſay diſtinctly what WW fe 
I thought, ſo rapidly one imagination ſuc- ¶ b 
ceeded another ; but I caught new ſpirits N v 
from his countenance, joy ſparkled in his Un 
eyes, and animated every feature. 
My father took his hand and preſented 
him to me; This, my dear Caroline, i is Mr. 
Seymour Good God! ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing him haſtily, This Mr. Seymour, Sir? 
Ves, my dear, it is —the ſon of my friend, 
and \your huſband. Bid him welcome to 
England after his long abſence. | | 
I fat down inanaſtoniſhment, which de- 
prived me of the powers of ſpeech; an 
my father perceiving my confuſion, though 
without apprehending the cauſe, left us 


The unaccountable creature then 8 
himſelf at my feet, and implored my par- 
don for all the pain he had occaſioned me, 

by aſſuming another character, which he 
feared would, till I heard his reaſons, : ap- 
Pe to me an abominable, and cruel ca- 


price. 


TRANS TION or A Moment. 189! 


price. But he flattered himſelf, when I had 


conſidered them, and his peculiar way of 
thinking, I would be convinced the part 
he had acted was abſolutely neceflary for 
his own peace, and would place our future 


mutual confidence and felicity on an un- 


ſhaken baſe 

Greatly diſtreſſed as I had been, by 
being kept in ignorance of his real name, 1 
felt uch an excels of pleaſure in finding ne 


bore that of Sey mour, that my reſentment 
| vaniſhed into air, and I heſitated not a mo- 


ment in pronouneing his pardon. He 3 
to explain the motives of his conduct, 


into my hands the copies of ſeveral und 


which he deſired me to peruſe at my leiſure; 
and recal, or confirm his pardon, as I found 


by them he deſerved'it. 


Our converſation was all enthuſiaſtic j joy- 
and rapture. My father ſoon returned, 
his felicity was compleat at ſeeing us hap- 
py, and no three people were ever more 
perfectly ſatisfied with each other. 

21 have ſtolen a moment to finiſh my let- 


ter, and make my dear Mrs. Mordant a a 
| ſharer in my joy who has ſo kindly par- 


ticipated my griefs. Write to me inſtantly, 


my dear Maria, to congratulate me on this 


agreeable change in my affairs, and believe 


"fe ever your moſt affectionately, 


CAROLINE, 


Shall 1 dd Trutz, or r 9 
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; How the Jame to >the lane. 


1 HAVE wh the copies of thoſe letter 
Mr. Seymour gave me, to explain the 
motives of his conduct, and have ſent them* 
to you, my dear Mrs. Mordant, for your pe- 
ruſal. Lou will ſee by them, what an odd 
mortal is my lord and maſter. What a 
ſtrange opinion theſe libertines Have of the 
virtues of our ſex! thank heaven, that 1 
was enabled to acquit myſelf with pro- 
* or I ſee Plaindx win I had to truſt 


— 


„Jet the dear deceiver, by way of depre- 
cating all remaining reſentments, ſays ſo 
many fine things ' on my conduct, flatters 
ſovery agreeably, and promiſes to be ſo very 
good, that I have confirmed his pardon, and 
we are all at preſent ſupremely happy ; my 
felicity wants no addition but the company 
of my dear Mrs Mordant; why cannot 
you ſpend. with us the few weeks we ſhall 
ſtay in town, after which we ſhall paſs 
the remainder of the autumn at my fa- 
ther's houſe in tire, and the winter, in 


| Letters ix, x, xii, in this lems de not 
_ - appear, as their ſubſtance may be lb from Miſs 
Temple's. 
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the ſouth of France, to which place my 

Seymour perſuades my father to go, for a 

Night hectic complaint he has hanging as 
bout AM, tons ih e ee dd. 

If you cannot come to me, it ſhall go 

hard but I will ſpend a few days with yon, 

| before Ileave England; Lam impatient to 

preſent Seymour to you for your approba- 

tion not of my chaice, but of my deſtiny; 

1 marriages you know are made by heaven, 

and you will acknowledge I have reaſon to 

4 be grateful. Seymour ,lkewiſe longs to 

| ſee his partner in my heart, for I have ac= ; 

L 


quainted him that he has one; he ſays he 
knows you well, from the deſcription of 
that friend to whom his letters are addreſ- 
ſed, and whoſe father was an unſucceſsful 
ſuitor of yours you never told that, Maria 
Seymour, ſays he, is the moſt amiable of 
men. And could you, Maria but 
deſtiny, I . ſuppoſe, reſieſs deſtiy x 
though, upon my honour, I cannot think all 
marriages-made by heaven; for from ſome. + 
ridiculous aſſortments Iam tempted to be- 
lieve the demon of darkneſs now and then 
aſſumes the appearance of an angel of light, 
and, to gratify his malignance, forms many 
4 deteftable.umoh.. GIN Eb 
Pardon me, my dear, for that you may 
be happy, is the firſt wiſh of your ſincere 
TE tp 


| CAROLIN E SEYMOUR. 
911% : : 'L E T2 


— 


SS 
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Irs Mordant t Miſs Louiſe Ener. 


Nor HER pacquet, my dear, from 
Miss Tecmple— Nis Temple now no 
more; you will find her transformed into 
Mrs. Seymour. May ſhe be # happy as 
ſhe deſerves, aa the higheſt and moſt un- 
mixed felicity muſt be hers! The conduct, 
of Mr. Seymour was very extraordinary, 
a and more juſtifiable from reaſon, than ten- 
derneſs and humanity. Yet what right has 
a libertine to expect ſuch angelic purity, 
ſuch blameleſs demeanour in a wife ? Theſe 
men take every liberty themſelves, indulge. 
every paſſion, and expect a woman to ſoar 
above the weakneſſes of humanity. | 
Wut, O Louiſa t ſee you not thee name 
ofß that friend, to whom he unfolds the ſe- 
crets-of my ſoul, and who repoſes in him, 
no doubt, an equal degtee of confidence? 
What would give to ſee all the letters that 
have paſſed between them alas to what 
purpòoſe! That too amiable friend ought | 
to* be as different to me, as the reſt "of 
-mankind.—Yet ſure there can be no crime, 
wt in 'wiſhing-to know in what degree of eſti- 
I "| mation I ſtood in a heart ſuch as his—how - 
= Afoothing to be approved by the good and 
1 the diſcerning! 
Mr. 


— 


"TrAnoITION or a Moment. 193 


Mrs. Seymour, as you ſee, promiſes me 
a viſit; but well as I love her, I wiſh not 
for it; I am not fond of diſplay ing the dif 
agreeableneſsof my ſituation to my friends; 
and would willingly conceal my ſorrows 


from every eye, but yours, my dear Louiſa, - 


in whoſe faithful boſom, I unreſervedly 
pour all my griefs. Iwill make the viſtt 
to her; poſſibly I ſhall be indulged in a 
few happy weeks with her, at her father's 
houſe, | 

I have diſcarded my maid, her pertneſs 
ſoon gave me too juſt an occaſion; but 
whilſt there is a tolerable female in the 
houſe, I ſuppoſe the matter will not be 
much mended]; every creature in the ſhape 
of a woman, ſeems pretty much alike to 
their maſter, and from his indiſcriminate 
notice, the ſervants are become utterly un- 
governable, and my houſe a very confuſed, 
ſtrange place, in ſhort, little better than a 
ſeraglio for the maſter and his abominable 
— the houſekeeper, who, I believe to 
be a very well diſpoſed woman, and does 
all in her power to prevent theſe irregula- 
rities, is wearied out, and talks of leaving 
me; I cannot blame her, though I ſhould 
be loth to part with her. Lou will par- 


don, my dear, my making my ſervants a 
ſubject of converſation; the matter is be- 


nd I can 
ſcarcely 


come of conſequence to me, a 
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ſcarcely ſupport the idea of being confined 
for life, to a place polluted by obſcenity 
and blaſphemy.——1 think I could ſup- 
port every other ill, with a greater degree 
of patience and reſignation; and my ima- 
gination preſents the extreme ot pain, ſick- 
neſs and want, in the habitations of inno- 
cence, and the good for my attendants, as 
heaven to my preſent ſituation; it has been 
ſaid, that the wicked, with all their impu- 
rities and paſſions about them, would find 
a hell in the regions of bleſſedneſs, could 
they gain admiſſion there; and from my 
own feelings I am convinced, that a pious 
and pure fpirit would need no other pain, 


to compleat its torment, was it confined to 


the infernal regions, than the diabolical 
ſociety of its inhabitants. 
That Mr. Mordant muſt ruin his for- 
tune I ſee plainly ; but the proſpect gives 
me no great concern; when he has leſs mo- 
'ney to ſpend upon his vices, he will be more 
innocent; no merit in the neceſſity to him, 
but greater peace to mo; and when he has 
nothing further to beſtow, theſe vultures 
will ſeek out ſome other carcaſe to devour. 
My life, Louiſa, is grown an intolerable 


 +burthen.—I hope it is no fin to wiſh, to 


pray for its being ſhortened—for is it any 
thing more, than, in excruciating tortures, 
to-wiſh for eaſe ?—and is there any other 
'xemedy for me thandeath ? © 

| | Farewel, 


- * 
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| Farewel, my dear; pity and pray for 
your unhappy friend. 


LETTER Xx. 
Charles Seymour, Eſq to Lord Frederick Alſton. 


MR T OW, my dear Frederick, do I wiſhyon 
| Y of the parte; your adorable Maria has 
been with us this week. For grace, ele- 
gance, and ſweetneſs, ſhe falls not ſhort of 
your higheſt encomiums; but my Caro- 
bo weeps over her altered friend, her vi- 
| vacity is flown, and a deep and ſettled me- 
lancholy has aſſumed its place; the colour 
is fled — her cheek, the fire from her 
eyes, and Caroline ſays ſhe is but the ſna- 
dow of her former ſelf; yet does ſnhe look bet- 
ter than when ſhe came firſt to us, and her 
melancholy now and then gives way to a 

| momentary gleam of ſun-ſhine, on our ef- 
| forts to Dd ms her. She is reſer- 
ved on the occaſion of her ſorrow, and does 
not complain even to my wife, who doats 


upon her; but report has aſſigned: ſufficient 
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| reaſon, to a mind ſo delicate and tender as 
hers, from the abominable conduct of her 
huſband, who is ſaidi to be fooliſh, drun- 
ken, and vicious; heavens, what a contraſt 


between him and the man who would have. 
54 KS” been 


+ of * 
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been the object of her choice! and for 
whom, to add to her. unhappineſs, | ſhe till 
entertains, in ſpite of her ſtruggles, a hope- 
leſs OR r. 2 

This is not mere conjecture, my friend, 
for I extorted from her the ft confeſſion. 
Yeſterday, after ſome other chat, I laugh- 
ing ſaid, I would give ſomething conſider- 
able to ſee Mr. Mordant, whom limagined 
mult be one of the moſt agreeable men in 
the world, as he was her choice, in-pytfe- 
rence to many admirers, amongſt hom 
was a particularly. amiable man, the Earl of 
Belmour. Caroline ſmiled, Maria bluſhed ; 
* do, my dear Maria,” ſaid Caroline,“ for 
heaven's ſake, tell us how he came to be 
your choice, and for which of his fine ac- 
compliſhments or good n ** Wo 
ferred him to his rivals.“ F 

* Tou are hard upon me, my dear, ſaid 
Maria, and I am not fond ofſſpeaking of the f 
faults of thoſe, whom it is my duty to 
reverence.“ 

But to your particular friends, Maria, 
—andin ſhort you owe yourſelf the juſtifi- 
cation of this part of your conduct; which 
appears : at preſent very unaccountable. 

Lou are both well acquainted, anſwered 
ſhe, with my mother's partiality to my 1if- 
ter; that partiality, not my choice, gave me 
Mr. Mordant for an huſband. My ſiſter 


a . would not _ 
8 N er, 
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her, unleſs my father ſettled upon her her 
whole fortune and as I could not decently 
be left wholly deſtitute, or dependent up- 


on Lord Moreton;they thought; I ſuppoſe, 


the moſt elgible plan- was to marry me out 
of the way; two men were propoſed to me, 
one of whown my mother inſiſted, in the moſt 
remptory manner, -I ſhould ſelect for an 
wſband ; my heart rejected them both; but 
what could I do? ſhe was inexorable to my 
tears and prayers; Thad: not a ſingle friend 
It was my duty to bey an d did. One 
of theſk men was ha udlome andi ſenſillles 
but a libertine and an infidlel; the other 
not handſome in his perſon;' and weak in 
intellect but of blam-leſs-c haracter; and 
unimpeached morals; I could not ſapport 
the idea of wedding! vice; md choſeithe lat - 
ter. Tlie event.. ie ſighed, pauſed 
7:88 But why, fſaid Carole, Gia Jou nüt 
take Lord Belmour? he was every. 


thing that is amiable, mg; a” fer TOM 


too old.. | 1 20000: JOS 
„ Though I effec? i m highly, an- 
ſwered Maria, I could not think of him 


for an huſband; and my mother had before 


N me leave to reject him, which] ad 
One.“ 5 

But, ſaid! jt had he e his ad- 
dreſſes when” your | mother had formed the 
reſolution of marryi ying you, the unfor< 
tunate Earl would have ſtood a better 


chance * | 
1 3 O no, 
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O no, ſaid ſhe, with ſome warmth, I 
omar have died, rather than have married 
im.” 
© But why fo? ſaid Caroline; he was a 
million of times more eſtimable than either 
of the others.” 

The dear gurl bluſhed, heſitated, and 
was unable to anſwer, I took her hand 
„ ſhall I, my dear Mrs. Mordant, anſwer 
that queſtion for you?? 

She looked at me with ſome 3 
and I proceeded ——* That amiable Earl 
.of Belmour, had a füll more amiable ſon”. 
—] ſtopped to ſee what effect theſe 
words had upon her; her face and neck 
were inſtantly overſpread with a beautiful 
_ crimſon, and I felt her pulſe under my 
finger flutter like a new caught bird 
« Nay; now Mr. Seymour“ “ My dear 
Maria, you are above affectation That 
ſon — loved you, and would, afterhe 
had broke with your ſiſter, ſoon have given 
you convincing proofs of it, had he not 
been prevent Frag fathers's unfortunate 
1 and but for that, you might have 
been at this times! the happieſt pair in the 
world.“ 

« Not the bappy- , Charles,” replied 
my wife, willing to relieve her friend, 
| whom ſhe ſaw greatly diſtreſſed by this ec- 
clairciſſement; we would have vied with 
them in that ae, though/nc not in — 

other. 
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other. But indeed, my dear Maria, I have 
a quarrel with you—you never told me of 
this penchant of yours, and 1 acquainted 
you with every particular of mine. 
Pardon my reſerve, my dear Caroline; 
I was married when I firſt had the happi- 
neſs of knowing you, and ambitious of ac- 
quiring your eſteem and friendſhip you 


could not have thought me worthy of either, 


if I had confeſſed, however unfortunately 
circumſtanced, that I had given my hand 
to one man, when my whole ſoul was de- 
voted to another.” | 
Some company coming in that inſtant, 
interrupted the converſation, and ſent the 
lovely mourner to her chamber. How ] 
hate this Mordant ! Caroline is determined, 
if it is poſſible, to keep her with her till we 
go abroad, would to heaven ſhe would ac- 
company us: but that I ſuppoſe ſhe will 
not be prevailed upon to do, Adieu. FI 


L 1 1 T N Xi 
| Mrs. Morgdant to Mz iſs Louiſa Fermor. 


ATE one happy month with my dear: 
Caroline and her amiable huſband, in 


' which their ſoothing tenderneſs had done: 


K 4 much 
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much to reſtore my loſt ſpirits, I am. again 
returned, my Louiſa, to ſcenes that will 
call forth their full exertion; for if I. ſuf- 
fer them to be again depreſſed, they will 
| ſoon finiſh the ruin of that health which 
has already greatly ſuffered. Mr. and Mrs. 
Seymour came conſiderably. out of their 
way to town (where tiiey piopoſed to ſpend 
not more than a week, before they leave | 
England: to ſet me down at the gate; for 
I'would net ſuffer them to enter this riotous IÞ 
FAME: ; not knowing, from folly and 

nebriety, what reception they might meet 
with. We parted with many tears. 

Bad as was this houſe before I left it, I 
found. it on my return much worſe. My 
houſekeeper gone, and a bold woman. in 
her place, who was recommended to Mr. 
| Mordant as an exceeding proper perſon for 
the truſt :. in their ideas of what was proper, 
who recommended her, I have no doubt 
but that ſhe is—She appears not more than 
thirty, tolerably handſome; with her pro- 
feſſion wrote on her brow in ſuch legible. 
characters, it is impoſſible to miſtake it; 
and has, I doubt not, all the art which 
theſe wretches generally poſſeſs ; for ſhe 
has ingratiated herſelf already with Mr. 
Mordant ſo much, that ſhe is a firſt-favou- - 
rite, and he is governed entirely by her ad- 
viee. As I ſhall not ſubmit to her govern- 
ment, and from her air! S ſhe 9 to 
pam 1 order 
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order me, I have ſhut: myſelf up ever ſince 
I] came home, which id about a week, uns 
der pretence of indiſpoſition, and ate my 
morſel in my chamber. To day, however, I. 
intend going down: ſure ſhe will not have 
the effrontery to place herſelf at table with 
me! for I find ſhe eats with Mr. Mordant. 
* 2 8 1%: e uh (i | * „ 1. 
Well my. dear, you ſhall:: ſee what a 
Cotte [ can''exert upon occaſion. I went 
down into the eating-partour,: with a book 
in my hand; the ſervant had laid the 
cloth for three people; for I had ſaid be- 
fore that! ſhould dine below. I enquired- 
if his r maſter had: company with him? he 
faid, no; I theii:defired one of the knives- 
and forks! might be taken off the table : 
the man coloured, but did as T ordered him; 
"When the dinner was ferved, Mr. Mor- 
dint and the woman entered: I took my 
place at the table: Mr. Mordant looked 
confuſed, and irreſolute what conduct to 
purſue; but” the lady, under no kind of 
embatruſſment, placed herſelf with great 
compoſure/upon my right hand. I imme. 
diately roſe; „ Hey-day:!” ſaid I, '* how 
is this ? Mr. Mordant, has this behavour 
r ſanction —1 hope am not a proud 
Peron; but 1 think there is a proper ſub- 
ordination to be obſerved; and never will 
1 ſit down to the ſame table. wit my! ifer- 


- # 
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vants, until it has pleaſed God eule 
** to the ſame level.“ 

Mr. Mordant Rarmered . ou t y eB 
thing: of an excuſe for her, but did not 


:”  defire her to leave the room; and ſhe told 


me, with a countenance pale with mad - 
neis, that ſne was as good a gentlewoman 
as myſelf, though ſhe had not the good 
fortune to marry; ſo ſucceſsfully. Fhat ſhe 
did not let herſelf to Mr. Mordant as a com- 
mon houſekeeper, but as an unſoxtunate 
gentlewoman, who was not only well qua- 
fied to take care of his family, but by 
birth and education might look upon her- 
ſelf as a proper companion to his wife: and 
it was one of the conditions on which ſhe 
eame, that the was to eat with, us, and not 


| 1 in the ſervants-hall. 


1 faid, © that as Mr. Mordant had not 
acquainted me with theſe ſtipulations in 
her favour, ſhe muſt give me leave to 
doubt their exiſtence; and as I had no other 
teſtimony of her birth and merit than her 
own, ſhe muſt excuſe me, if, till I was 
more fully convinced of both, I deſired to 
diſpenſe with her company, and that ſhe 
would withdraw. If ſhe did not chuſe to 
eat with the ſervants, ſhe ſhould- have her 
dinner carried into her own room; 286 we 
ke t no ſecond table.” | .. 

bis, with eyes:flaſhing fire, ſhe refuſed 


10 do, and appealed to Mr. Mordant C 
eee 
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the truth of her aſſertions: and then, burſt- 
ing Into tears, lamented moſt pathetically 


her hard deſtiny, in being ſubjected to 


ſuch treatment, from a perſon whom ſhe 


thought, without vanity, ſhe might regard | 
herſelf quite equal to. 


This called forth all Mr. Mordant WM 


tenderneſs; he endeavoured to ſooth her 
into good-humour, and, with a wrathful 
countenance, bade me leave the room, 
unleſs I would behave in a different mans. 


ner to a woman who deſerved a fitſt con- 


ſideration ; whoſe 'birth was ſuperior to 


mine, and who carried a good fortune to 


her huſband, which was more than I could 
boaſt of. | 
The ſcene was too truly ridiculous to 


move my anger ;, Do you then,” ſaid I. 


to Mr. Mordant, determine, that unleſs 
[ eat with this woman, I ſhall not eat with 


you? that ſhe is conſtantly to take her 


meals with you? and that if it comes to 
competition, her company you prefer to 
mine?“ 

Thy Certainly,” ſaid he, and with great 
reaſon.” 

« Very well, Sir; then you muſt pardon 
me if | appear not at thoſe meals, or in an 
other place where ſhe is. God forbid that 
I ſhould diſallow the juſt claims of unfor- 
tunate gentility ; but birth devoid of merit 


1 not entitled to much countenance; and 


when 
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when connected with vice, we feel for it a ; 
double portion of abhorrence.. Your con- 
nection with this woman cannot be miſ- 
ken it is too apparent for me to ſhut my 
1 es againſt, and never will I by ſilent 
acquieſcence give my ſanction to vice.— 
Farewel, Sir; may you ſee the errors of 
the unha 555 conduct you have been drawn. 
into, before you feel its baneful effects!“ 
And now, Louiſa, let me calmly con- 
ſider my ſituation, and what conduct it is 
beſt for me to purſue. Is it abſolutely 
neceſſary that I ſubmit to he uſurped rights 
if this woman, and ſhut myſelf up in my 
Chamber "and cloſet ? or,. Is it incompatible 
with my marriage vows to ſeparate myſelf 
from a man, who has put it out of my 
power to tulfil any one article of them; 
and made it as inconſiſtent with my reli- 
gious duties now te obey, as it was before 
with my reaſon and my affections to ho- 
nour or love him? I cannot think it and 
will write inſtantly to my mother; perhaps 
a difplay of the diſagreeableneſs of my ſi- 
tuation may affect her, and that ſhe 14 
not forget ſhe has another daughter. 
Adieu, my deareſt La believe * truly 
rb. | | 


ww 
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L E . ＋ E R XXI. 
Mrs. Mordant to M. Louiſa Firms. | 


' WROTE to my mother a. ſtate of my 
unhappy. affairs, and the neceſſity I 
found myſelf under, of ſeparating myſelf 
from Mr. Mordant; * requeſting her advice- 
and countenance in the affair. Could 1 
think it would have met with fo cruel a 
return the incloſed. is an anſwer from 
my ſiſter. 
% Mrs. Mordant fbr I know not how 
to call you ffter—I am aſtoniſhed at your 
aſſurance in writing to my mother in. the 
manner you have done. Becauſe you 
quarrel with your hufband, and give him 
. reaſon to uſe you ill, you expect we ſhould 
abet your infamous conduct, and reward, 
you, by our countenance and protection 
for degrading your family—We have heard 
of your vile conduct in regard to Seymour, 
whom you was with a month or two; and 
then, I ſuppoie, when he wonld keep you 
no longer, you returned on foot, like a 
vagrant, to your huſband, Who was pr 
too eaſy and good-natured ever to receive 
you again into his houſe. 

« You may live with IH or not, juft 
as your conſummate wiſdom ſhall diftate 
but never ſhall my doors be opened to you: 


no: 
r 


— 


* 
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nor ever will we take any further notice of 
you. Had you been even .the innocent 
perſon you would be thought, it is not 
reaſonable that I ſhould ſaddie Lord More- 


| fon with all my relations; he finds my 


mother quite expenſive enough: and when 


vou knew ſhe was dependent upon his 
bounty, I am aſtoniſhed you ſhould write 


to her for aſſiſtance. But we have diſco- 


vered you to be an infamous wretch; and 
I repeat, you are not to expect a ſingle. 
' ſhilling, or the leaſt notice from 15 


A, e 

Cruel Harriet! to what a ſtrange expe- 
dient has ſhe had recourſe, to give the ſha- 
dow of a pretence for denying my hum- 
ble requeſt! Would ſhe ſeek now to blaſt 


my fame, after her ambition had ruined 


my fortunes ? tis too much. My poor. 


mother too—l am afraid by this time ſhe 


begins to feel the effects of her indiſcreet 


confidence. A dependent upon Lord 
Moreton's bounty!“ How came ſhe ſo de- 


pendent, ungrateful Harriet? My heart 


feels for her more acute anguiſh than for 
my own unſupported, friendleſs ſituation , 


vet that 1 grows every day more 


intolerable, and I know not how to ſup- 

YAt it any longer -I muſt put an end to 
it ſome way, let the event be what it will: 
methinks the moſt abje& ſtate of vagrant 


want were preferable, and I had rather ſo - 


lol 
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Jicit the cold hand of avarice for mouldy 
cruſts, and ſoften them in the next brook. 
for my daily meal, than live as I do at 

„„ cc. 4 1 td OS 
Vet what can I do? I have no one to 
adviſe with, not a ſingle friend to aſſert 


my cauſe my natural ones have divide 


themſelves from me: thoſe which affection 
has placed me with, are removed to too, 
great a diſtance— Mrs. Graham, indeed, 
remains; ſhe profeſſes great friendſhip for 
me; but my ſoul is not ſenſible of a ſym- 
pathetic feeling: ſhe has often urged me 

to take the ſtep which I now find una void- 

able; to her, I believe, I muſt apply to ad- 
juſt this matter for me; my good Mrs. 
Spencer, was ſhe at home, is too. mild. and 
gentle for ſuch an office; Mrs. Graham has 
a large portion of what is called ſpirit, and 
a managing turn—1 will ſend for ger. 
Mrs. Graham came at my meſlage ; ſhe 

Nell commended my. reſolution "ahh 
readily undertook the office, which was ta 
acquaint Mr. Mordant with it, and inſiſt 
upon his naming a certain annual ſum for 
my ſubſiſtence; and give me proper ſe- 
curity for its payment; the ſum I left ta 
his own generoſity, and as it was conſiſtent 
with the ſtate of his affairs: I was not am 
bitious of figure, and aſked but for a de- 
cent ſupport; as I had not been educated 
10 carn my bread, | 


s 
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She Was with him ſome time, and at laſt 
returned with his conſen#to allow mie 100l. 
a year, Which, ſh? ſaid, ſhe had Wrung 
from him with great difficulty, he think- 
ing gol. quite ſufficient; and till a proper 
writing could be drawn up, ſhe inſiſted. 
upon my going home with her; after 
which, ſhe ſaid, as ſhe was going to Lon- 
don, and 1 propoſed fixin; my refidence 
there, I ſhould accompany er thither, and 
continue with her till I could find a place 
to my mind. My company, ſhe politely 
added, would be doing her a ſingular fa- 
vour, as ſhe was at preſent alone, and did 
not expect to ſee Mr. Graham till the went 
to town. POOR. 

This offer, in the preſent exigency of 
my affairs, was too convenient to be re- 

fuſed; 1 therefore accepted it, with many 
acknowledgments; ſhe aſſiſted me in ck- 
ing my cloaths, and ſhe carried them and 
me home with her; from Whence, with 
the maſt ardent wiſhes for the happineſs of 
my dear Louiſa, I conclude my letter: 
my next will moſt probably be wrote from 
town. Adisu, my e believe me mMoſt 
affeiorately Yours, ages 
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: Mrs. Mordant to Miſs Louiſa Fermor. ff 


ERE I am, my dear, in this region 
of hurry, noiſe and dirt. An attorney 
in a few days drew up articles of our ſe- 
paration, and my maintenance; and Mr. 
| Mordant, upon notice of their being ready, 
came to Mr. Graham's to ſign them. Poor 
man !—he looked ſo conſcious, and fo 
fool ſh, that I pitied him. Few words, 
and thoſe not of reproach or recrimina- 
tion, paſſed between us, and we parted in 
peace. I | * "of" noe 
Our journey to town was not unpleaſant. 
Mrs. Graham does not want underftanding, 
and has a large fhare of vivacity ; fo that 
her converſation is entertaining enough : 
but ſhe is a mere woman of the world; has 
read little, thought leſs, and her ſenti- 
ments and opinions are adjuſted by cuſtom 
and faſhion, more than reaſon. Religion 
is entirely out of the queſtion with her, as 
you may learn. from the following conver- 
lation, which paſſed between us yeſterday, 
which was Sunday. He" ; 
She came into my room as I was read- 
ing, to invite me to accompany her to a 
friend's houſe a few doors off, to make one 

at a ſnug party at whiſt; which ſne thought 
8 \ 67.7 1249 _ 
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would amuſe me, and alleviate the melan- 
choly which hung about. me. 

« Excuſe me, tnadam,” ſaid If 2 
never play on a DE . 

On a Sunday! What, you think i it a 
fin, I ſuppoſe ? but hope you will a 
Tow, that though we are forbidden by the 
commandment to work on the ſabbath, 
there is not a ſyllable ſaid againſt play.” 
Lou do not I am ſure expect me to 
anſwer you ſeriouſly : but I have many ob- 
jections to the practice; therefore, my dear 
Mrs. Graham, excuſe my attendance this 
evening.” 

Lou muft acknowledge it a much 
more innocent practice, than pulling to 
pieces the reputation of one's acquaintance; 
much more ſo than the converſation which. 
circulates among many good ſort of people, 
as they would be thought, aſſembled to de- 
_ claim againſt the vices and follies of the 
age, over their afternoon tea.” 

_ - © Perhaps it may. Yet ſurely, m 

dear madam, it ought to be the deſire - of 
every rational being to act with propriety, 
and aim at excellence : and the queſtion 
ought not to be, Who acts wwor/e than my 
ſelf? but Am 7 acting right, or wrong? 
The example of millions can never juſtify 
frivolity; and it will ſcarcely be allowed 
as a reaſonable excuſe for want of merit, 
that many other people were more trifſing, 
ar more wicked than ourſelves.” 

«And 
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« And how, for heaven's ſake, my 
good ſqueamiſn dear, would you have it 
ſpent? In moping over ſome ſtupid book 
of devotion, I ſuppoſe, as you was doing 
when I interrupted you ? Do let me ſee 
what it was, that I may know how to chuſe 
another time Sherlock upon Death, as I 
am alive —melancholy contemplation 
I have no notion of confining my thoughts 
to a charnel-houſe, and fitting like ſome 
nun in her ſolitary cell, with a ſcull and 
croſs-bones before me. Youth is the ſea- 
ſon for mirth and gaiety ; and think a 
grave, ſolemn young perſon, to the full as 
ridiculous a character as a frolicſome old 
one. I ſhall grow mighty grave and de- 
vout, when the pleaſures of youth are paſt; 
for I think the proſpe& of the joys of an- 
other life comes very ſeaſonably, to keep 
up our ſpirits when we grow ugly and 
neglected, and the charms of hs fly from 
us.” | 
But are you ſure, madam, that you 
ſhall live till that time ? Do you remember 
no one inſtance amongſt your numerous: 
acquaintance, of the young, and the beau- 
tiful being ſnatched from love and admira- 
tion, from gaiety and ſplendor, to the 
gloomy manſions of the grave??? 
Lord, my dear! how can you con- 
Jure up ſuch horrid ideas? I muſt leave 
you this moment, or I ſhall abſolutely die 
of the vapours.“ I 

* And 


” 
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And away ran the thoughtleſs creature. 

Mr. Graham is expected home to night. 
L have been looking out for lodgings, but 
have not yet been able to pleaſe Mrs. Gra- 
bam. l, for. my own part, am not diffi 
eult to be pleaſed ; but ſhe takes upon her 

to be very nice for me. She ta-ans to 
be obliging, by detaining me with her; 
but our fouls. are not: congenial. She tidi- 
culesmy ſqueamiſhneſs, and her ſentiments 
ſometimes diſguſt me exceedingly, and I. 
do not find mytelf comfortable —.— her;. 
and I ſhall ax apr beg leave to chuſe for 
myſelf the next lodgings that I think tole- 
able Adieu, my deareſt Louiſa. 


EE, . * | 7 i. vo 
W775 Moria: to Ms 1 Louiſa PIER 


ITTH a heart juſt burſting at the pe- 
culiar cruelty: of 15 abe en 1 
addreſs my Louiſa. ö 
Mr. Graham came horde juſt after 1 
e to you; he ſaluted me with a 
diſagreeable warinth, and — 9 
my etcape from a fool and tyrant, as he 
ealled Mr. Mordant, with an air which diſ- 
guſted me much: I anſwered witi coldneſs, 
which ſeemed 4 little to * his forward 
| behaviour; $ 
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behaviour; but the whole evening was a 


very unpleaſant one: his converſation was 


chiefly compoſed of the moſt violent pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip for me, the molt bitter 
invectives againſt 'Mr. Mordant, with in- 
numerable ſtories of his infidelity "and folly, 
which I had fever heard of before; the 
whole interlarded with the moſt fulſome 
flattery of my perſon and mind. 

I retired as ſoon as J poſfibly could, 

uu a reſtleſs and uneaſy night, and roſe 
n the morning with a firm reſolution of 


not ſleeping another night in the houſe; fo 


much had the oddity of Graham's manner 
alarmed me, though 1 was far from think- 
ing him the villain he really was, and ima- 


gining the preſence of his wife would al 
ny ea ſecutity for me; © 


was ſoon undeceived; for declaring 


my reſolution at breakfaſt, of ſeeking im- 
mediately for lodgings, though Tadic not, 
as you may ſuppoſe, give my real reaſons, 


and they had, with great appearance of 


e uſed many arguments to induce 


e to reſide longer with them, all which 1 


had evaded; Mrs. Graham haſtil) retired, 
as ſne ſaid, to equip herſelf to go with m 

deſiring I would entertain Mr: Graham ll 
ſhe came again: which found myſelf very 
 httle inclined to do, and was going to re- 
fire likewiſe” upon her. leaving tlie room, 
when he ſeized _ hand, led me back to 


my, 


4 
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my chair, and, without much ceremony» 
avowed in very r terms a violent 
paſſion for me. 

I received the declaration with the in- 
dignation it deſerves, threatening, if he did 
not permit me inſtantly to leave the room, 


to acquaint Mrs. Graham with his beha- 
viour. The villain ridiculed my anger as 


prey affectation; and told me plainly, he 
ad nothing to fear from Mrs. Graham's 


reſentment, ſince the perſon I called ſo was 
not his wife, but a creature he had engaged 
for the purpoſe of getting me, by ſome 
means or other, into his power, which, 


thanks to Mr. Mordaat's folly, he had 


found but little trouble to effectuate at 

lait, though he had been obliged to wait 
ſome time. | was now ſo; completely in 
his power, and he was unalterably fixed 


not to loſe the opportunity which he had 


waited for with ſo much patience, that 1 
might as well reſign with a grace what it 
was impoſſible to with-hold from him, 
every perſon about him being entirely de- 
voted to him; and I might aſſure myſelf 
in caſe of a refuſal, methods not quite ſo 
gentle would be uſed; for he could not, 
rel would not live without me. That 

policy would dictate my conſent to 
oe propoſals, when I knew that my ſettle · 
ment from Mordant, of a ſeparate mainte · 


e was a mere * „ ſo far from on g 
a 
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able to pay me the ſpecified ſum, ſmall as 
it was, I could never ſee a ſhilling of it, 
he being, to his certain knowledge, poſt- 
ing towards ruin ; his eſtates were all mort- 
gaged to their full value, and a very little 
time would leave him witheat an inch of 
land; ſo that I had nothing but the pro- 
ſpe of extreme want to contemplate Gn 
that quarter, ſuppoſing that himſelf would 
relinquiſh his preſent advantages, which 
he ſwore a horrid oath he would never do: 
but that if, on the other hand, I would 
conſent to his wiſhes, I ſhould be unre- 
ſerved miſtreſs of his fortune, which was 
large and unincumbered; and my reputa- 
tion would be preſerved unimpeached; for 
his ſuppoſed marriage would effectually 
prevent the connection from being ſuſ- 
pected, and the preſence of his wife, as 
ſhe was called, give a ſufficient ſanction 
for my continuance in the houſe with him; 
but that if any other mode of living pleaſed 
me better, that mode he would adopt; for 
that himſelf and his fortune were entirely 
at my diſpoſal. . | 
Heavens! what were my ſenſations 
during this ſpeech! I ſaw plainly all the 
horrors of my ſituation. Indignation kept 
me from fainting, and gave me ſtrength to 
repel the liberties he would have taken; 
and finding I could not otherwiſe makehim 
leave me, I had ſufficient preſence of mind 
. to 


216 Tux . or, 


to . that I wiſhed for time to con- 


ſider his propoſals, hinting, that probably 
they would not loſe their weight; and og 


my that he would permit me to retire for 


the preſent, and excuſe my final anſwer 


till — — | 

He ſeemed delighted with the proſp ect 
of my acquiefcing in them, and conſented. 
I flew to my chamber, locked myſelf in, 
and took up my pen to complain to my 
Louiſa. Alas, confined as I am, thoſe 
complaints will never reach her ears! I 
have examined the windows, to ſee if there 
was a poſſibility of making any one hear, 
or eſcaping from thence. Alas, my dear, 


they look into a little court, which is ſur⸗ 


rounded by the offices belonging to this 
houſe. What can I do? or how fave my- 
ſelf from the impending ruin? My brain 
is in ſuch a confuſion I cannot think, 1 can 
only weep and pray. 
On being ſummoned to dinner, I begged 
to be excuſed going down, giving a vio- 
lent head-ach as the reaſon. They ſent 
me up ſomething to eat; but I could Stages 
nothing, and a piece of bread and a glaſs 
of water has been my ſupper. 
May every good angel guard my dear 
Lend and preſerve her. ever from thoſe 
WOES which rend the boſom of oy —_— 


py friend. 
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Ithad an exceeding bad night, but to- 
wards morning a balmy and refreſhing! 
{leep for a ſhort time ſtole me from my 
cares, and recruited. my wearied ſpirits. At 
breakfaſt as I did not chuſe to go down, 
ſome chocolate was ſent me, and ſoon after 
Mrs. Graham ſo j muſt call her, for I 
know no other name came to know 
whether I choſe to fee Mr. Graham in my 
chamber, or go down to him; hinting that, 
he had rather attend me, than give the 
trouble of coming to him; but that he was 
Mage know my final reſolution. 

I coolly anſwered, that I would attend 
him in a quarter of an hour. I have 
thought of ſomething to ſay— but it is ſo 
mean, ſo unworthy, to have recourſe to a 
lye, that I know not how to ſupport the 
idea. Yet ſurely heaven will forgive the 
impoſture, and pardon my putting on the 
ſemblance of ſin, ſince I ſee no other mes 
thod of pre ſerving my innocence ! _ 
* * * XR XR XR * XR * * * 
I have, my Louiſa, gained ſome little 
time, though at the expence of my vera- 
city—what a ſacrifice! but it was to pre- 
ſerve a greater it would indeed have been 
more noble with firmneſs to have avowed 
my unalterable reſolution, and hat ? 
Fallen in all probability a victim to brutal 


force. | 


—— 2 — — — — — — - 
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When appeared at the door he met me, 
led me to a ſofa, and ſat down by me, ill 


graſping my band; and as I was not able IF 


to ſpeak on his repeatedly inquiring my 


determination, his eyes wandered over me . 
With a frightful curioſity. At laſt what my 


angel, ſaid he, am I to expect? Theſe 
bluſhes and tremblin ngs would raiſe my 
hopes to their higheſt pitch, had thoſe 
charming expreſſivè eyes a little more ſoft- 
neſs; but Ice not in them What 1 wiſh to 
behold there 

At laft, T gamed ſpirits bug 10 tell 


him, that on one condition, as I ſaw myſelf 


ſo much in his power, rather than ſuffer 
the violence he threatened me with, re- 
pugnant as it was to all my principles, 
would I acquieſce in his deſires. 
With the utmoſt eagerneſs he deſired to 


know what that condition was; proteſting 


in the warmeſt terms, that he would ſacrt- 
ſice the deareſt intereſt upon earth, to win 


my conſent. 
I told him I was well conviticed he ſpake 


the truth, in his repreſentation'of the ſtate 
of Mr. Mordant's Beans and his impend- 
ing ruin, and that nothing but the moſt 

abject poverty preſented itſelf to my view 
on that ſide. But would the proſpect be 
much improved if I yielded to his deſires? 


In the preſent zenith of his affections indeed 


he offered to ſhare his-fortune with me; but 
when 
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when that love became palled by poſſeſſion; 
what then would be my fate? With di- 
guſt he would caſt me from his arms into 
the ſame abject ſtate Iwiſned to ſhun, with 
the addition of an infamous character and 
vounded conſcience toi my ther miſeries. 
If infamy nut be my wretched portion, 
let it not be uccompanied by poverty, ſet- 
tle a cortipetent income on me for: life and 
I could add no more, nor would the 
man's odious raptures ſuffer me to pro- 
ceed. At laſt I told him, that till this mat; 
ter was ſettled in a proper manner, I in- 
ſiſted upon his taking no liberties with me; 
for if he did, I ſhould! not think myſelf 
bound by any promiſe, and would rather 
die the moſt eruel death than be his. This 
declaration kept him within proper bounds, 
and he is to ſettle four hundred a year on 
me. Fehoſe an eſtate of that value rather 
than money, as 1 imagined the writings 
for one will take up a much longer time 
completing than for the other. I was not 
miſtaken, and with great internal ſatisfac- 


tion heard him curſe the delay, and regref 


his being obliged” to fetch himſelf” ſome 
writings, which were neceſſary to be inſpec- 
ted, from a diſtant ſeat in the country. 
The dear hope of freeing myſelf in his ab- 

ſence gave me a freſh flow of ſpirits, ſo that 
I believe this archdeceiver was himſelf come 
DI TTBLP = pletely 
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letely deceived.” He left me hut for two 
rs'the whole day, and that only to give 
ſome directions to proceed in his abſence; 
for he purpoſes ſetting out to-morrowmorn- 
ing, and will be gone at leaſt three days. 1 


deſired we might be favoured with Mrs, 


Graham's company, thinking her preſence, 
bad as ſhe 1 , pre ferable to being 458 with 
a libertine; ſhe ſeemed flattened by the re- 
queſt, and Cn rofueed me on my ſplendid 
proſpefts; poor woman] I believe ſhe has 
fo little idea of the joys reſulting from in- 
nocence, and a conſcience void of offence, 
that ſhe would much leſs readily believe 
that I prefer them with the moſt abject 
ſtate of poverty, than that I accept Gra- 
ham's offer with pleaſure. From their 
converſation I ee; that poor Mor- 
dant's ruin was intirely owing to his deep- 
laid villainy and it was boaſted of as a 
proof of the ſincerity and violence of his 
love——Deteſted name. If theſe are the 
fruits of that abominable paſſion ! how. my 
ſoul recoils at the villain. 

He is gone. He ſpoke to me at my 
chamber door as he paſſed. My heart beats 
high in expectation of a ſpeedy releaſe. | 

all put this letter, wrote at ſo many in- 
tervals, with ſome of my moſt portable 


and valuable effeas, into my pocket, that 
1 may be ready for all events. Could you 


by ſome nated * be made ac- 
| | | quainted 


{ 
1 
- 
: 
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| quaitited with the on which I now 
ſtand, I know I mould * your moſt 
urdent prayers. Hdieu. I hope to cons 
dclude my letter in a fafer place. ; 

SS # # (SOS # * ### 
Let me kneel in grateful acknowledg= 
ment for my bleſſed efcape! But how, fays 
my Louiſa, did you effect it? vou ſhall 
know, my deareſt girl, when I have mort 
compoſed ſpirits; and, quieter fingers. 170 
Again I reſume the pen. I had Fan 
miſed Graham to be eaſy and chearful till 
his return. I was tolerably ſo; for I ſaw 
this woman thought my proſpeQs with him 
ſo advuntageous, my virtuous ones ſo really 
ruindus, that ſhe had no idea left of 3 
remaining reluctance on my ſide, and i 
gined the diſtance 1 kept him * en. | 
political feſerve. u 

The morning hs Efes, Ihe intrigted me 
müch to accompany her to a play 2 the 
evening. It was my intereſt to a 


fectly happy, and I conſented. It as 3 | 


tragedy of Lata, which we have read toge- 
ther with admiration; Mrs. Barry in the 
character of Zara—what a graceful, what 
an inchanting figure! for a Aae my*own 
griefs were forgot in hers; and abſorbed in 
tine pleaſing deluſion. I flied the moſt de- 
licious tears I was ever x fone At 1. * 
Cortows ef virtac.” | 
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\ The tricks of Harlequin were inſupport· 
ihe after this charming actreſs, and I in: 
treated Mrs. Graham to go home ſoon af- 
ter the entertainment was beg un, which ſhe 
exceedingly ſtudious to oblige me in all 
things, dal; and we chatted very chearfully 
10 a late hour, ſhe purpoling, as I profeſ- 
led to find fo much pleaſure in the theatre, 
10 go to another play the next evening; 
to this T readily conſented; but ſaid, as I 
found my dreſs was very much in an old- 
faſhioned ſtyle, F muſt beg her to accom- 
Pany me in the morning to make ſome 
purchaſes, that I might be enabled to 
Make an appearance a little more modern. 
She, with whom dreſs is the firſt paſ- 
Bon of her heart, thought the deſign very 
Juſt and reaſonable, and agreed to accom- 
pany me next morning to ſome of the moſt 
faſhionable milliners, &c. and we parted 
with great good humour. I ſlept but lit- 
ele, and that broken and ffarting-— I 
chought Graham had detected me in a de- 
3 to eſcape; had brought me hack to 
His houſe, and vould have uſed me very 
nd had not Lord Frederick Alſton inter- 
poſed, and carried me to a place of ſafety. 
A flow of tenderneſs, which pervaded my 
Foul for my deliverer, and * Aelirerance, 
F awoke Mme. 1 " {216597 2056! | 
It was ſcarcely 1 * * hut 1. * 
9 * to the care of that 


Great ff 
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Great Being whoſe eye is over all his works, 
and who feedeth even the young ravens 
that call upon him. Then dreſſed myſelf 
with unuſual ſpirits, put all my portable 
matters into my pocket; made up two 
bundles of uſeful things in caſe I could 
conveniently take them with me, - and 
when I was ſummoned to breakfaſt, took 
my hat and cloak in my hang. 
I took care to complain of my ill reſt, 

and a head- ach in conſequence of it; which 
by the time I had breakfaſted grew ſo much 
worſe, that I declared myſelf unable to go 
out on my intended. ſhopping — 
which regretted much; for as I hoped it 
would wear off by night, and that I thould 
be able to go to the theatre, I muſt ſtill 
make the ſame unfaſhionable appearance, 
to the great mortification of my vanity. 

Mrs. Graham commiſerated. my diftreſs, 
and offered to ſend, or go herſelf and fetch 
me the articles 1 wanted to look. at; butE 
was too polite to. think. of giving her the 
trouble of fetching them to me ; but as ſhe 
was.ſo much better verſed in. thoſe matters, 
if ſhe would have the goodneſs to go and. 
chuſe them for me, I ſhould be perfectly 

ſatisfied with her taſte, which I was con- 
vinced was a good one, and. ſhould: haye 
been entirely governed by it, had I been 
well enough ta have gone with her. 


L 4 FTPleaſed 
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Pleaſed with the compliment, ſhe ac- 
-cepted the commiſſion without heſitation; 
à hackney-coach was called, as Graham 
had taken his own carriage; I went to the 
_ door with her, when ſhe was getting in, 
Pretending to have forgot part of my com- 
miſſion, which was a pair of gloves, giv- 
ing her one that fitted me for a pattern of 
the ſize, and then ſaid, in the hearing of 
che ſervant, who was at the door, that they 
might not form eonjectures, in caſe they 
were ordered to have an eye upon my mo- 
tions, that T would go up ſtairs and fetch 
a book, and go into the fore-parlour, 
ar if 1 found myſelf unable to read, 

fling objects would amuſe me.- 
ile door was ſhut, the ſervant went 
down ſtairs 1 into the kitchen, and I went 
up into my chamber, faftened the two 
bundles, one on each de, under my hoop, 
took a book, and went down again into 
the fore-parlour, leaving the door open. 
All was quiet in the houſe; I put on my 
hat and cloak, and raking the advanta 
of the rum bling of a coach paſt the houſe, 
I opened the ftreet-door, ſhut it after me, 
and walked with great outward compo- 
ſure, though with much internal flutter, 
into the ſtreet. 

I took the firſt turning out of the ſtreet, 

and kept walking for two hours, till 1 


thought 1 had got to a lufficient diſtance. 
I was 
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Twas by this time tired; and ſeeing in a 
little narrow ftreet, ©. Lodgings to let, 
over the door, I rapped, and was let in by 
an ordinary, but clean looking woman, 
-who, on my deſiring to look at her lodg- 
ings, fhewed me a houſe exactly in t 
ſame ſty le, and the whole had the appeat- 
-atice-of clean, conteſted povertx. 
We quickly agreed, and I took imme- 

diate poſſeſſion; acquainting the woman 
with as much of my ſtory as was neceſfaty 
to reconcile my appearance with the ſitua- 

tion I had choſen, and to account for my 


immediate entrance, and the ſmall quan- 
"tity of cloaths T'was to bring. My bundles 
were fafe uiider my hoop: I never found 
the convenience of hoops before; it has 
been faid they were invented for conceal- 
meme, though of another kind; but 1 
Would adviſe no eloping damſel to go 
% HH OTE TU OO OR 
In the afternoon I had a great deaf of 
talk with the woman of the houſe, whom 
I found to be very intelligent, and to poſ- 
ſeſs a moſt benevolent heart. I made no 
ſeruple to acquaint her with the precarious 
"Rate of my finances, and intreated her to 
try to procure me ſome work, to enable 
me to get my bread; I cared very little 
what ſort, as I was a pretty good general 
|. workwoman, but (ſhould prefer embroi- 
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| dery, as that in winch bog. been thoughs . 
to Fell, ba 
She had lived 8 ir ſeems, with a 
very carte! milliner, 92 — bir took great 
notice of her, and ſhe ho Ry) by her means 
to be E Ke to aſſiſt = and I promiſed 
her if ſhe. 9 that I would enceaxou 
to return her kindneſs 5 teaching h 
children, and ſpare her the expence = ip 
Fehool. This reciprocal. proſpe& of 2 
vice ſeemed to render us mutually pleaſed 
with each other, and 1 hope to = my 
time very comfortably beret; 141 7 1 
Thhough my proſpect is contracted, and 
I ſhall bo obliged to earn my bread before 
L eat it, I know the love gh ' Louiſa will 
ſuffer no diminution, , Ly that ſhe will 
bleſs. me often with her dear — Which 
vill now be my onhy amuſement, which 
muſt be Grectel to Mrs. Marven (to which 
E have changed my name, for fear of ,diſ+ 
Coveries) at 29. — ſtreet. 
Adieu, my deareſt friend, believe ms 
in Larve * poor or rich, happy os 
LOL \unalterably Jour 


los en 


* $ 1 3 . z F 2 
- 

aq & 7; : — * * „ '& 3 : 

0 « 1 ** : 11 5 | 1 
* - 1 ” & oy $-.* * — — tw 4 4 - £ — * 8 

Y * 2 z 2 * 5 * 6 N a a, , 

T "Bo. — 14 - = » » © #4 —— ts 
1 


TRANSITION OF a Mouzur. 227 
Mrs. Mordant io Miſs Louiſa Fermor. 


T T NNUMBERED thanks, my deareſt. 
; Louiſa, for the favour of yours, which 


I received laſt night. How generous, how 


ſoothing your friendſhip !. how balm- like 
to my wounded ſpirit! Could I in any 
manner, how gladly ſhould I embrace your 
aſfectionate offer, and fly to your happy 
abode in France !_ but. I was not formed. 
for enterprize, and ſuch a voyage and jour- 


ney would require an exertion. of ſpirit of 


which I am at preſent ONT L ſhall,. 
J hope, make ſhift to ſubſiſt. till you re- 
turn to England; and then, if you will 


permit me the ſhelter of your hoſpitable 


roof, how. happy ſhall I account myſelf }- 


I have not wrote to Mordant, to claim | 


the allowance made me for my teparate: 
maintenance, which would infallibly diſ- 
cover my preſent place of abode to Gra- 
ham, whom, I have not a doubt, Hill con- 
tinues his inſidious intimacy; nor, that 
but of the queſtion, would it anſwer any 


good purpoſe; ſince L have no doubt hut 


Graham's account of his circumſtances is 
literally true, and that a very ſhort time will 
finiſh his ruin. What an unfortunate mar- 
Tiage has ours proved to both ! but to him, 


. I s 
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poor man, infinitely the worſt! Had he not, 
by my fatal choice of him, became obnoxi- 
ous to the fiend-like genius of Graham, he 
might have led a life of innocence, ng 


of no great merit, and have been loved, 


the honeſt ſimplicity of his heart, by all 
around him. But now, d rawn by this dia bo- 
I cal man into complicated guilt and extrava- 
gance, how complete, how dreadfuthis ruin! 
— Could 1 hear that he had ſeparated him- 
felf from his horrid companions——and 
furely the leaches will drop off, now they 
find no farther nouriſhment ; Graham's 
end attained, he will entangle him no more 
—T would fly to ſearch him out, and en- 
deavour to bring him to a ſenſe of the 
Vorſt part of his error, and ſave him, tho! 
his fortune can never be retrieved, from 
ual ruin. Poor man! my heart bleeds 
for him; but till the hour of his compunc- 


tion arrives, I muſt not ſuffer an unavail- 


ing compaſhon to ſubject me anew to the 
machinations of Graham. ed 
lam uneaſy that I cannot write to m 

dear Mrs. Seymour. Thoſe letters Which 
were to have informed me of their route, 
and her addreſs, not arriving till I left Mr. 
Mordant, and he has ſent no letters after 
me, though I. wrote to him to defire that 
he would; ſo that I know not where ſhe 
is. Unacquainted with my reaſons, what 
will ſhe wink . 
1 5 8 have 
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1 have as much work as keeps me con- 
ſtantly employed at my tambour, in waiſt- 
coats, ſhawls, and ſhoes; for which I am 
very well paid: and as my expences are 

trifling, I make ſhift to Iive comfortably, 
without felling my trinkets, and t few 
valuables I have. | 

Thus you fee, my dear, that even the vices 
and follies of mankind, in the preſent order 
of things, are made in ſome meaſure con- 
ducive to the general benefit ; and though 
numbers are daily ruined by extravagance, 
ſtill greater numbers find their ſubſiſtenee 
—— it. What a multitude of mouths does 
the dreſs of a fine lady feed, before ſhe can 
de equipped for the birth- night ball! She 
is perhaps the ruin of her own family; but 
ſhe is at the fame time a moft beneficial 
being to ſociety ; truly patriotic in its 
| higheſt ſenſe, though ſhe thinks not of it, 
as ſhe ſacrifices the good of the individual 

to the benefit of the whole. 

Zauch indeed is the preſent rage -tordje, 
in all ranks of people, that 4 deſire of 
being rich is loft in the wiſh to appear ſo; 
andthe happineſs of families, and the peace 
of ſociety, are ſacrificed to ſhow. Tradef- 
men complain of this rage in their great 
cuſtomers, which enlarging their appeat- 
_ ance beyond their income, leaves long ac- 
counts in their books, which can never be 
 Sxpunged; drawing dove unexpenſive and 


thrifty en to ruin * their Ba ex 
tra vagance ʒforgetting that their own coun» 
try-houſes, their double ſet of ſervants, their 
neglect of buſineſs whilſt. they are amuſing 
themſelves at them, the dreſs of their wives 
and daughters, with their diverſions „greatly 
accelerate their downfal. The ſplendid 
Fete-champetre of the great, and the humble 
card-party of the little, meet pretty much 

in the ſame point. | 
Indeed avarice in our economy, and 
Hypocriſy in our religion, have had ſo 
many juſt and good things faid againſt 
them, that the world is now running into 
the oppoſite extreme; and we find in the 
one, wealth univerſally ſquandered i in uſe- 
leſs extravagance ; and in the other, the 
785 of religion, which preſerved the re- 
ſpect of thoſe who had more regard to them 
han the ſpirit (and which, I believe, cha- 
racterizes the greater part of mankind), ut- 
terly neglected; and thoſe outw orks beaten. 
down, univerſal libertiniſm and profanc- 
neſs pervade the whole. 
But thereis this difference: A though 
there i is certainly leſs real religion than when 
its appearance wae more faſhionable ; I be- 
eve Imay venture to aſſert, there is not leſs 
auarice in the world, though the character 
of a miſer is grown 'obſolete, and one ſel- 
dom ſees one in the colours he was painted 
Vith in the laſt 488 A being, who, heaps | 
es Ty 
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adp wealth merely for the pleaſure of poſ- 
ſeſſing it; who denies himſelf the com for ts, 
almeft the neceſſaries of life; who paſſes 
his days in toil and his nights in ſleepleſs 
care, merely to enrich his ſtrong box. 
Avarice now has taken a different form 
and appears much leſs conſiſtent with itſelf, 
- though the ſame paſſion at bottom: for 
one now ſees as much rapaciouſneſs in the 
acquiring wealth, as prodigality in its dif- 
ſipation : every moral virtue is ſtill ſacri- 
ficed to its attainment ; and we may ob- 
ſerve the {ame perſon one day grinding the 
face of the neceſſitous, ſwallowing the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the orphan, and doing a thouſand 
dirty as well as wicked things to fill his 
purſe ; and the next, laviſhing the ill-got 
wealth on ſome expenſive trifle, ſome dar- 
lng amuſement, or favourite courteſan. 
Nm my honour, 1 think the old-fa- 
ſhioned miſer by much the moſt reſpectable 
character of the two; the method of ac- 
quiring the money we find pretty much the 
ſame in both; but the family of the miſer 
may rationally hope one day or other to be 
the better for his accumulations, whilſt 
that of the avaricious. prodigal is inevitably 
I 10% act od vir ot eld 
HFappy the man, and happy his family, 
ho wilely ſteers between the two extremes 
of avarice and prodigality | OEconomy is 
not numbered among the virtues.; yet, 1 
11 was 
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was going to ſay , the is the parent of AlL. 
at leaſt ſhe is their nutſe; for upon her 
only we muſt rely for the laſting exerciſe 
of many, and wot her ha *h guidance 


we can neither for a t ime be 5 
or charitable. 
Phis uſeful quality is looked upon as 
below the regard of a perſon of genius; but 
1 know not for what reaſon; whilft we are 
obliged to buſtle in this fublunary ſtate, it 
is a very fooliſh piece of conceit to fancy 
ourſelves above the little duties of it, and 
by neglecting the care of our affairs, ent- 
barraſs ourſelves, and diftreſs every. orte 
who is ſo unfortunate as to be connected 


with us. Adieu, my deareſt friend, ; 


generous, 


RT T E R v. q 
- Mes. Mardant to Mi Lai kun: 


7 HAT ſeenes have I been Innen to 
5 ſince laſt I wrote to my deareft Loui- 
a! Coming out of the ſhop, where I had 
been to carry home ſome work, I met —4 

-hatn. going in; my hat was over my ey 
and I peil to pats him unobſerved; "It 
that was impollible ; Ute followed me into the 


; 425 accoſted me with many reproaches 


for 
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for the duplicity of my conduct, and in- 
ſiſted upon my returnſng with him; this, 
as you may imagine, I poſitively refuſed 
to do; but I could not get rid of him; 1 
Had no acquaintance at whoſe houſe I could 
call; I knew the people with whom I 
lodged were too honeſt and good to ſee me 

injured, and I went home. | 
He there repeated his affronting propo- 
ſals; offered to ſettle half his fortune upon 
me, by an irrevocable deed ; and painted, 
in ftrong colours, the poverty which would 
inevitably attend my adhering to my pre- 
ſent ſyſtem, ſhould any little illneſs or in- 
capacity attend me. My huſband, he aF 
ſured me, had compleated all his affairs at 
a gaming-table, and was ſo involved in 
debt, that he was afraid to be ſeen. He 
owned at laſt, that he was in town, and 
began, now he ſmarted from the conſe- 
_ quences to feel compunction for what had 

paſſed, and wiſhed, ifI could forgive him, 


rr ee, ET 

After I had convinced Graham that he 
had nothing to hope; that I would prefer 
the moſt abject ſtate of want and beggary, 
with innocence, to the higheſt and moſt 
ſplendid ftation that guilt could place me 
in; I inſiſted upon his ſending my huſband 
to me, aſſuring him that I freely forgave 
what was paſt ; and that he ſhould be wel- 
come to a ſhare of thoſe earnings I was en- 
abled to make for my ſubſiſtence, 1 
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He came in the afternoon, and appeared 
ſo penitent, ſo humble, and dejected, that 
I forgot every reſentment, and was really 
diſtreſſed by his aceuſations and acknow- 
ledgments. I hired. another little apart- 
ment for him in the ſame houſe, and uſed 
every argument to raiſe his drooping ſpi- 
rits, and reconcile him to this reverſe of 
fortune, though to little purpoſe. | 
Alfter a few days he told me, his eſtates 
were all ſold, except the one ſettled upon 
me on our marriage as a jointure; but that 
the money ariſing therefrom not being ſuf- 
ficient to pay all the creditors, by a very 
conſiderable ſum, they had ſeized that: 
mls he ſaid, there were ſeveral honeſt peo- 
pi unpaid, "who were, he knew, greatly di- 

reffed for their money, and the reflection 
made him very unhappy ; and hinted, that 
if I would conſent to the ſale of my join- 
ture, it would enable him to diſcharge thoſe 
_ debts, and put a ſmall ſum into his . <4 
which he would fink. as a reſource. for 
us, if by any misfortune or ſickneſs, I 
Vas rendered incapable of working at my 
needle. 

To this I immediately Gd for the 
ſake of being juſt; and what did [ loſe by 
it? His life if thou ght as good as mine, 


and the creditors had a right to it during 
his life. It was accordingly in a few days 
1 of ; there are n e at 


hand 
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hand ready to take advantage af things of 
this ſort; the money was paid to Mr. Mor- 
dant, and he placed it, as he aſſured me, 
in the hands of a banker, till he could 
ſettle with all his creditors. _ 

He went out one morning, as he told 
me, to Graham's, who had a liſt of his 


creditors, to conſult with him the beſt 


mode of paying them, and that he ſhould 
return, if not to dinner, early in the ehe- 
N I fat a long time expecting him, and 
ut two or three o'clock in the morning 
was alarmed with a violent thundering at 
the door. I imagined. it was him, and ſo it 
Proved, but pale, bloody, and fainting, 
ſupported from out of a coach by Graham 
and another gentleman, Seeing me ex- 
ceedingly ; ſhocked, they endeavoured to. 
comfort me, and. Graham ſent for a fur- 
geon ; in the mean time he informed me, 
that Mr. Mordant and another gentleman 
had quarrelled, both being heated with 
liquor, they drew their ſwords, and befpre 
the company could .intexpoſe; had wounded 
each other ; Mordant, they feared, was the 
moſt hurt. The ſurgeon ſoon came; he 
F Pronounced his wounds to be very. dan- 


gerous, and deſired he might de kept very 


quiet... His companions. Tuna took their 
ave. 


|S 


dant 8 mind brought on a Tier the next 
day * 


The perturbations of poor Mr. Mor- : 
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day; in the intervals of his delirium he 
implored my pardon; acknowledged hie 
never intended to appropriate the money 
arifing from the ſale of my jointure to the 
paying of his debts, but to devote it to His 
Private pleaſures; and had, the night he 

| was wounded, loſt it all at a gaming-table, 

That ſuſpecting foul play, he had quate 
ralled with one of the company, from 
whom he had received his wounds. 
I reiterated, at his requeſt, every mo- 
ment, my pardon of his conduct; and 
- endeavoured to ſpeak peice to his foul, 
and fit it for the awful change. Poor man 
how different his laſt ſceries from thoſe of 
my father! He languiſhed a week, and 
then expired in great agonie. 
SGraham viſited him often during the 
time, and behaved in a manner which, had 

I not known the heart of the man, I ſhould 

have ſaid was friendly to the greateſt de- 
gree; and ina moſt unexceptionable man- 
ner to myſelf. The perſon who 1 8 
him had abſconded ; fo that there could 
be no proſecution commen cem. 

f was obliged to part from many of m 

cloaths to pay the ſurgeon's bill, and ft 
neral expenices. After the funeral Graliam 


made me a viſit, pretended great compun 

tion for what was paſt, and made me 4 
offer, not ungenerous, of his hand and for- 
tune, which I could not think of * 
A * 


FF 


and to avoid his diſagreeable viſits and im- 
portunities, I was obliged, though with 


great regret, to change my lodgings ; my 


landlady having procured me rooms 
5 the houſe of a relation of hers, near 


pitabfields, where you are now to direct 


& me, by the name of Beaumont. 
Adieu, my dear , | 1 : 


yd Nl E OD 
A. Mardant is Miſs Lula Fermor: 


it not amiſs to make one viſit to my mother 


and fiſter, thinking that when they had 
heard my unfortunate tale they might com- 


miſerate my misfortunes. So one morning 
1 dreſſed myſelf as decently in my mourn» 
ing as I could, and taking a hackney-coach, 


o keep me the cleaner, I was ſat down 
within a few , paces. of Lord Moreton „ 


houſe. 


at the door, which, after ſome time wait - 
10 was opened by an old woman, who 


ormed me that her Lord and Lady had 
been for ſome months ſat out for Italy, 1 


enquired 


Sy 
o 


6 1 
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'FTER I had been ſome little time 
fixed in my new lodgings, I thought 


Having diſcharged my coach, I rapped 
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enquired if my mother was gone with them? | 
She [aid no, She had heard there had been 
Tome difference in the family, and my mo- 
ther had left them ſome time before they 
left England, I enquired whether ſhe could. 
inform me where ſhe could be found? She 
did not know, ſhe ſaid; but there was an- 
other perſon with her, left to take care of 
the houſe, and probably ſhe might know. 
This woman gave me a direction; but 
when I reached the houſe, I thought ſhe 
muſt be miſtaken, ſo unwarthy did theſe 
lodgings, which were in a houſe almoſt as 
ordinary as that in which I lived, appear 
of Lady Moreton's mother. 1, however,. 
_ © enquired for her, and found ſhe actually 
did lodge there, and was at home. 
She occupied a little room upon the ſe- 
Rutz floor. I bade the woman of the houſe 
tell her, her daughter ſent her duty, and 
begged to ſpeak with her; and if Ne en- 
quried, what daughter? to ſay her daughe 
ter Mordant. When the woman went up 
fairs, I followed her, ſtanding at the ſtairs 
head till ſhe carried in the melfa for 1 
was afraid ſhe would refuſe to ee ne, and 
as I had reaſon to ſuppoſe every thing did 
not go well with her, I was determined to 
introduce myſelf. 1 
The woman delivered my meſſage. My 
Raughter ? I heard her fay, with great ea- 
gerneſs. Tes, madam, 2 the wo- 
8 man, 


— 


TaxxstT iG r x Monent. 239 


man, your daughter Mordant. She was 


ſilent for half a minute, then, with a ery 


figh, ſhe ſaid, Bid her come in.“ 

But lo altered was ſhe in perſon and ap- 
pearance, that ſhe was ſcarcely to be known, 
| Yikirew myſelf at her feet, and bathed her 
hand with my tears, whilſt neither of us 
was able to ſpeak : at laſt, my dear mother, 
Texclaimed, do J again behold you but 
alas, how changed! how unlike your for- 
mer ſelf! What can be the meaning of this 
| cfue! alteration ? 

Ah, Maria! faid ſhe, your ungratefuP 
fiſter—fool that I was! 1 ſacrificed my for- 


tune and independence to her vinbſtion' 8 


and in return ſhe gives, with a grudging 
hand, the common neceflaries of life. ; 

She then gave me a melancholy detail 
of her ungrateful, unnatural and barbarous 
behaviour; by which I found that my mo- 
ther, wearied with their inſults and ill-hu- 
mour, determined to quit them; and as, 
when ſhe parted from her fortune, ſhe had 
ſtipulated for a certain ſum for her own 
private expences, ſhe infiſted on that being 
paid her, as her maintenance in the lodgings 
ſhe took. Alas! the agreement was but 


verbal and ſhe was wholly at their mercey: 


they curtailed the annuity to one half, and 
that ſcanty allowance had been ſo exceed- 
ingly ill paid, that ſhe was ſometimes 


greatly” diſtreſſed,” had been 6bliged to 


change 
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change her firſt genteel lodgings for cheap- 

er ones, and was now reduced to a very 
uncertain ſtate of ſupport; for Lord and 
Lady Moreton both having a turn for ex- 
nce, and no ſmall paſſion for gaming, 


ad fo far diſſipated their fortune, that 


their creditors had, as the phraſe is, taken 
their eſtates to nurſe, and they were gone 
abroad, to live cheap and retrieve: but 
Harriet had the cruelty to go without cal- 
ling upon my mother, or informing her by 


any hand how ſhe was to receive the means 


of her ſupport ; and ſhe had but lately 
diſcovered they were gone; when, after 
{ending ſeveral meſſages to the houle to 
no purpoſe, ſhe went herſelf, to ſolicit the 
payment of her ſcanty annuity, and had 
this account from the ſervants who were 
left behind, who were notable to acquaint 
her with any other particulars of their 
affairs, nor how her money was to be paid; 


ſo that when I thus fortunately found her, 


her finances were totally exhauſted, and 
ſhe. was in arrears for lodgings. + 
She then in return enquired after the ſtate 
of my affairs; and I gave her a minute ac- 
count. of them: ſhe ſhed many tears, and 
ſeemed much affected. Alas!” faid ſhe, 
& what a part have I acted, in forcing you 


into this marriage! though I could not fore- 
55 its dreadful conſequences, I well 


ſiſter's 


# 


e your averſion to it—but it was your 
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ſiſter's doing; ſhe was diſtracted; to get 
you aut;of the way at any te Ang. un- 
natural mother 1 would nat ſuffer her 
to proceed in her ſelf re proaches; - but 
Propaſed to ta rf her diſcharging her pre- 
tent lodgings, and going home ta mir 
where; thanks: to. the Almighty, who had 
Sivan me, health and indult 70 1 was very 
able to maintain her and myſe 

The effuſions o her 2 5 diſtreſſed | 
me; for; I' was, my dear Louiſa, but per- 
forming + a mere duty, and it was melan- 
choly to ſee a mother, bred to affluence, 
reduced to ſuch humiliatin acknowledg- 
11 of obligation to a c ild. 

diſcharged her lodgings, packed up 
ber cloaths and linen, but did not find her 
wardrobe ſo well furniſhed as I had i imagin- 
ed; ſhe had ever agenerous ſpirit, and lovet 
to 'gratify all about her; and lately, I 
ſuppoſe, t her cloaths and Inen were alf ſhe | 
had to give away: her jewels and valuable 
trinkets ſhe. had long a o preſented to m 
ſiſter, and had left bertelk ucnlüpg but an 
old-faſhioned repeating watch 
I, took a coach for her, and her knsgagf. 
and we. arrived. at my lodgings; ane 
ment does for us, and I 9 
to oblige, and make her life comfortable; 
Jam her maid, her cok, and milliner; 
of my trouble in the former of theſe de- 


n I om: not * my grand 
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point, being neatneſs: in the two fatter T 
am too circumſcribed to ſhine; but I en- 
dea vour to unite extreme cheapneſs with 


ſome degree of elegance. Our time would 
pu away not unpleaſantly, could I ſee her 
ppy; alas, ſhe is not ſo! a keen reliſh 


for £4 leaſure and luxuries of life, to 


which the has been fo many years habi- 


tuated, makes her preſent poverty, in ſpite 
of all my efforts to lighten it, a moſt in- 


ſupportable; and her regrets and ſelf up- 


braidings pain me inexpreſſibly. 

She Tometimes reads to me when 1 am 
at work, but of this ſhe, I believe, is not 
fond, and does it merely becauſe ſhe knows 
that 1 like it. 1 ſometimes. ſing to her, 
and in my leiſure hours play upon an old 
guitar, I have purchaſed, to amuſe her: 
But ſhe frets continually, and her uneaſi- 
neſs evidently undermines her health. 
Tour very kind letter, my deareſt 


Louiſa, is this moment put into my 


hands. You are very good, my dear, to 
write to me often; your letters are the 
higheſt cordials to my heart, which fre- 
_ quently ſtands in need of their enlivening 
influence. My beſt reſpecis to your ex- 
cellent father, who has my ardent prayers 


for the recovery of his health. I hope 
your next letter will give me a better ac: 


count of him. a 

Adieu, my Ried, . 10 

<a M. M. 
LT LE T- 
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Mrs. Mordant 10 Miſs Louiſa Fermor. | 


FJ BEG your pardon, my deareſt friend, 1 


have not, as you ſay, wrote a long time; 


the greateſt part of my time has been de- 


voted to her; the reſt to the means of 
acquiring her theſe neceſſaries proper for 
her, and to defray the additional expences. 


of her illneſs. Unfortunately for me, the 
perſon from whom I uſed to have conſtant 
employment, is dead, and her ſucceſſor in 
the ſhop has other connections; ſo that 


the means of my ſubſiſtence is rendered 

get employment, but when they are ſo _ 
hurried, that they will ſcarcely, allow me 
time for the common refreſhments of _ 


nature. 
me a little plain- work from ſome of 

acquaintance; but, alas! that acquaintance 
are moſt of them too poor to have work 


to put out, or to pay for it, ſhould they 


get any. Igo from ſhop to ſhop to little 


purpoſe; and mine and my mother's cloaths 


are now obliged to procure us a ſubſiſ- 
| = tencez, 


* 


indeed I have ſcarcely had a moment for 
that purpoſe: my mother has been for 
theſe three months exceedingly ill, and 


I have employed my landlady to ßer 23 
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tence; but things, really good, ſell but for 
a trifle, i the manner lam forced to diſ- 
poſe of them. Poverty, in its moſt ghaſtly 
form, now ſtares me in the face, yet I feel 
alone for my mother; I cannot ſupport the 
idea of her going almoſt without the nes 
ceſſaries of life, 'who has fo long been 
habituated to its elegances and its luxuries, 
that they are become a kind of ſecond | 
nature to her; and I have confined myſelf | 
to a very ſtrict regimen, that I might the 
better procure her ſome of thoſe nouriſhing ' 
things which, in her languid ſtate ſhe fo If 
———7ĩ KY 1 
I have called again at Lord Moreton's; 
but found the houſe let to another family, 
and no one to give me any directions where 
to write to them. When our cloaths JÞ 
and linen are gone - and a very, very ſmall J 
portion is left what is to become of us? 
et let me not doubt the bene vo- 
Jence of Heaven, or murmur at its de- 
<cretes : the Almighty ſees our wants, and 
if He ſuplies them not, let me bow in JF 
hum ble acquieſcence to the Divine Will. I 
But, O Father of Mercies, firſt let me'cloſe JÞ 
the eyes of my mother, before my ſoul is I 
Kinally ſeparated from its tortured com- 


5 
FI: 
DE 


panion, that my laſt agonies may not be ren- 


3E ö 


88 


RR 


dered more excruciating by the appre- 
*henſion of leaving her to a mercileſs and 
ungity ing world! 15 no» Wi 
* + + * * * % „ „ * * 

TY 4467 TE 9 2 r 9 11. 
Unwilling 


— 


- Upnilling to torture the benevolent *. 
of my Louiſa: with the knowledge of 
my diſtreſs, I have kept this letter, Short: 


as it is, near a fortnight open, in hopes of 
being enabled to give ou a better ac-: 


count of myſelf alas a am #9 able. 
A week ago I dreſſed myſelf in the beſt 


manner I could, and 4 i on a lady, 


Who orofeſſed herſelf a great friend of my 


mot s inthe day of her proſperity. IL. 


did gain admittance, and told my artleſs. 
—＋ but was treated as an impoſtor: ſne 
could not believe Lady Moreton could be- 
have to her mother in: the manner I had 
repreſented. the thing was impoſſible, and 
I ougint to be — for attempting to 
ſcandalize her lady ſnip. | 

Graham would, I know, embrace with 
joy the opportunity of aſſiſting me; but 
that would encourage his hopes, and death, 
in my eyes, is a much leſs evil than mar- 
riage with him. 

Could I but ſee my mother patient ang 
reſigned, I ſhould with thankfulneſs reſign 


— 
- 


Tu axszrien or a Moment.” 24 


my breath but I am obliged to keep: 


as much from her as poſlible our 
diſtreſs. She is all gratitude and — wm 
neſs to me; and as ſhe grows every day 
more amiable and more endeared to my 
affections, how can I. hen lep the 
idea — 
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creature; but her huſband, whois a Spital. 
Held weaver, is now, from a public mourn- 
ing, out of employment; and they are a. 
moſt as Poor as ourſelves; I have hitherto 
been punctual in my payments; but if we 
chanced to Be any litt e time in arrears, 
ſhe was never troubleſome. I can pay 
her no lofger, and I cannot aſſt for that 
aſſiſtatice which I know the family ſtand in 
need of themſelves; or crave bread front 
thoſe who are ſtarving. 

Ho can I tell Ny other to men 
row morning, that I have not a morſel for 
her breakfaſt, or any means of procuring” 
one! L have ate nothing the two days, 
that ſhe might have in my. pittance ; and I 
feel very Faint; Loviſe: This is probably, 
my deareſt fend, the laſt letter you will 
receive from me : nor ſhould you have' 
this; did I not — the encertainty ol 
what was become of me would diſtreſs 
more, fhan tlie knowledge by hat m 
However painful and repugnant ts the feel- 
ing of humanity, my ſoul had been freed 
fromIts ptiſon, and enabled to wing its 
wa to the regions: of peace. 0 
jeu, my deareſt girl; a laſting, but 
nor an everlafling adieu; for I truſt we ſhall 
meet again in the realms of never ending | 


| * bleſſedne 
ike a May 


a — 4 


May every felieity which: this-life' ean 


Mord reſt long on the head of my Loulfſa? 
and may ſhe be tranſlated late and without 


4 pang, to that happy region, where alone 
are ſpirits purer than her own - 

The poſtman is now going * deundhg 
| Till ſeal and deliver to him this letter. 
Once more, my deareſt friend, farewell 
à long farewel! Remember my lat beſt 


TO to Kr * father. 

L * iT ＋ E R N. 
Lord Frederick ahi to Charles "Seymour, The 
EAVENS! Seymour, What a ſcene 
have I been witneſs to! We arrived in 


town but late laſt night ; and pretty early 
ns morning, having ußinetz in th. in the city, 


ehurch-yard, L ſtopped to look at an ex- 
ceeding whimfical print, which at 4 
window, and had not flood above Ralf 4 
minute, when I was addreſſed in à tren 
bling, plairitive voice for charity, hy & 
ferttale. What ſhe ſaid a Tha 


fdunds of diftreſs, which carried them! im. 
2 to my heart. 
I looked 


Traustrriow of a Mowen't. 2 


Iwalked out; as I went through St. Pauls 


But tiere was fortiething in the artlefs 


= | had: at eee ear _ 8 
over her face, effectually concealed it, but 
her whole appearance: beſpoke an acquain - 
tance with better days; and there was an, 
| elegance in her form and manner, which, 
no dreſs or circumſtances could hide:; I 
| pulled out my purſe, by an. involuntary. 

motion, and put a guinea into her hand. 
In ſpeechleſs rapture ſne lifted up her. 
head ; our eyes. met Heavens and earth! 
At is not in words to expreſs my feelings, 
when in this wretched object of diſtreſs, I 
recogniſed, the features,. though changed, 
of my Maria! Our aftoniſhment was mu- 

- tual, and I caught her in my arms, or ſne 
muſt have fallen on the pavement. 

I carried her into the fhop,; and intreat 
ed the people to procure me ſome water 
and drops, on ing to reward them for 
their trouble; by their aſſiſtance ſhe reco- 
vered from her ſwoon, but continued ſo 
exceedingly languid, that. I concluded pa park 
of her Adder to be inanity, and ordered 
ſome light biſcuits and Jellies from the 
neighbouring paſiry-cook's. ... She . ſwals 
lowed a. little, and was evident! y better: 
ſheattempted fome acknowledgments.; , but, 
would not permit her to proceed in them, 
and inſiſted upon ſeeing her to her lodgings. 
She had not ſtrength to contend that point 
with me, had ſhe been, ſo diſpoſed; I 1555 
dered a coach t to the nden and when Lit 
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came, ſupported her tottering and feeble 


Neps ta iti 5 
We were neither of us able to talk; 
ſhe was too weak, and I was too much 


affected by her ſituation. We were ſat 


down at a very ordinary looking houſe, in 
a narrow, dark ſtreet. My emotions were 
eat as I followed Maria up ſtairs, con- 
cluding I ſhould ſee her huſband, and per- 
haps a child or two, in the ſame condition. 
dhe entered a very ſmall, ordinary room, 
but exactly clean; a woman was hitting in 
a melancholy poſture, her head on her 


hand, in an old\elbow-chair, which land- 


ing rather on one fide of the door, ſhe fa 


only her daughter as ſhe entered; ſhe lift- 


ed up her head, and I with aſtoniſhment” 
beheld Mrs. Belville. h 


Where have you been, my dear child? 


ſaid ſhe; you told me you was going to 
get us ſome breakfaſt, have you brought 
any home with you? Oh, madam! ſhe 
cried, I have——I have brought you a 
guardian angel, into whoſe truſt, in ſacred 
depoſit, I will commit you. And now, 
ſaid ſhe, ſinking into an elbow chair, I 
have nothing farther to do with life, which 
I fee] flitting faſt from me. My dear Lord 
Frederick, ſaid ſhe, as I approached her, 
you have a compaſſionate and a generous 
heart; take care of my mother; ſhe has 
been betrayed by a generous credulity into 
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| Fer be to her that ſon which you once 

expected to have been, and give my laſt 
moments the ſatisfaction of knowing that 
you will grant my requeſt, and then 
may the Almighty releaſe me from all my 
gricls! — 

- Oh, Maria 11 cried, to find you thus ! 1 
ak I cannot, will not part from you 
you may ſtill have aſſiſtance, and I was 
flying for a phyſician, when ſhe ſtopped 
me with great eagerneſs—All help is vain, 

I am convinced, my. Lord. but before you 
give yourſelf the trouble, the unneceſſary 
trouble, anſwer me uill you take my 
_ wibther into your care and protection? 

I will, madam, Cheriſh her for your. 
dear lake, as my own life. 

She lifted up her eyes in pious acknow- 
ledgment, and I flew down ſtairs and diſ- 
patched the man of the houſe with a note 
to Dr. W. requeſting his immediate at- 
tendance, and the woman for ſome cho- 
colate and toaſt. It was brought in a fer 
minutes, and J prevailed on Maria and her 
mother to eat; which the latter did, with 

a tolerable appetite ; but poor Maria had 
_ ſo long, that ſhe could eat but 

ittle | 
I uVondered I foe: not her huſband ; 1 

was diſtracted to know whether ſhe had ; 
any children, but felt a reluctance to in- 
dulge my curioſity, Mrs. Belville og 

p . c the 
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the only perſon who talked ; ſhe was full 
of the praiſes of this exemplary child, and 
of execrations againſt Harriet, whoſe un- 
_ grateful neglect had reduced and left her 


to want. At laſt I ſtammered. out, But 
where, madam, is Mr. Mordant ? Mr. 


Mordant, Sir, ſhe anſwered, has. been dead 


this half year. | 


A ſudden tranſport thrilled through my 


frame. I gazed on Maria; her cheeks 
were ſuffuſed with a faint bluſh. I claſped 
her tenderly to my boſam, whilſt her head 


ſunk on my ſhoulder ; O, my angel, I cried, 


you muſt live—live to render me the ha 
pieſt of human beings. 
I have long adored your Maria—the dear 
creature has juſt rendered you up in truſt 
to me; have you an equal opinion of my 
integrity? and will, in your turn, ſurren- 


up the dear girl to my honour ?--my 
hand, my fortunes, my life, are at your 


diſpoſal. 


Mrs. Belville>--- 


Oh, Sir, ſaid ſhe, what ſhall I fay !— - 


how expreſs but ſee our Maria 
this ſudden tranſport ä 2p 
The dear girl, indeed, was fainting, 


and I began to fear was ſnatched from us 
for ever. She was juſt recovering when 


Dr. W. entered; after being informed by 
me a little of the ſtate of the caſe, and ex- 


amining her pulſe, he ſaid, that as ſhe had 


no particular diſtemper, and that extreme 
80 wWeakneſe 


» 
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weakneſs and langour ſhe felt, which ſhe 
miſtook for the approaches of death, was 
- owing to abſtinence, he had no doubt but, 
with great care, ſne might be recovered. 
He adviſed the greateſt calmneſs and com- 
poſure of mind, and warmly recommended 
getting into one of the villages near town; 
as ſhe was not able to undertake a journey 
for aclearer air. He preſcribed ſome re- 
ſtorative medicines. He likewiſe ordered: 
ſomething for Mrs. Belville, and withdrew; 
which I did likewiſe ſoon after, having 
firſt ſent for a ſenſible apothecary, to pre- 
pare the medicines, and given Mrs. Bel- 
Ale ſome money to purchaſe what was 
proper for herſelf and her daughter; tel-- 
ling them, that I ſhould attend them the 
next morning, in a carriage, to carry them 
to Hampſtead; to which place Limmedi- 
ately ſat off, hired genteel lodgings, and 
- then went hame to acquaint my father 
with all thoſe ſurprizing occurrences. He- 
was much affected by the recital, and de- 
ſtrous of accelerating my happineſs with 
Maria, . | 
I | called again upon my charmer to- 
wards evening, and had the tranſport to 
ſee her much mended. IC 
I could not let a poſt paſs, without ac- 
quainting my dear Seymour with this-un- 
common affair; particularly as I. know 
your beloved Caroline intereſts herſelf ſo 
by | 1 _. warmly 
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warmly in all the concerns of my charmer, 


and has been ſo unealy at her long ſilence. 


- 1 will write again in a day or two, 
When I hope to inform you that good air, 
nouriſhing diet, 4 quiet mind, and the 
unremitting aſſiduities of the moſt ardent 
of lovers, to whom you have flattered me 
he is not inſenſible, has reſtored the be- 
loved of my ſoul to life and health. 
| x36 _ Apinv, CHaRLgs, T6 


E, 


T7 T TB XXIX 2 
Ars. Mordant 10 Miſs Louiſa Fermor. 
GAIN it is given me to addreſs my 


Louiſa, How ſorry I am ] was inſuch 
to diſpatch my laſt letter] and that 
my veakneſs has ' ſuffered ſome days to 
pk before I could write another! De- 
"tain it, ye winds, on the world of waters, 
that the two letters may meet my Louiſa 
in the dame moment; and that in the next 
\inſtant, when fhe mourns! the death of her 
friend, ſhe may be informed, that, by al- 
moſt a miracle, ſhe was' ſnatched from the 
Jaws of the rave, and has now the moſt 
enchanting proſpedts opening to her.. 

Jam yet much too weak, my deareſt 
fiend, to write the particulars of this 


_ wonderful + 


i wonderful tranfition ; but the above will 8 


Tun Rexe our of 


Tor the preſent, alleviate your anxiety. - 

O, my Loviſa! death was full in my 
view. I had prepared myſelf for his ap- 
proach, and had welcomed the appre- 
hended ſtroke, as my releaſe from woe, 
and my paſſport to happineſs. But how 
changed are my ſentiments ! and how ne- 
ceſlary.is ſorrow to weaken our attach- 
ments to the world! That life which I 


| «had abhorred, which I prayed to be diſ- 


. ro} and the — — of death, 
hoſe approaches Iwelcomed a few days 


« 


— 
* 
f 


burthened of. is become of value, ſince 
Lord Frederick Alſton has 1 me to 


ago now chills my foul with horror. 5 

I now, on the contrary, wiſh—I ar- 
dently pray for life; againſt my reaſon, 
.almoſt my religion, 1 pray. „Thy will 
be done, being, in my opinion, the only 
Proper petition of a Chriſtian to that Great 

ing, who alone knows what | is for- our 
real good. 

You ſhall ſoon, my pF friend; hear 
from me again. Nothing but my ex- 


treme weakneſs——which mends, how- 


ever, every day could prevent my 
giving you now the enchanting particu- 


_ + lars of this Txans1TION of a MoMenT, 
from the utmoſt extreme of wretchedneſs 


dan excels of happineſs, 1 
Adieu, 


8 » 
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Adieu, my Louiſa, believe me you! 
unalterably alleEtonate, 


— TY 
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